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India cads off talks with 

NEW DELHI (R) India oh Tuesday abruptly wiM off ^ik next week 
with Pakistan over deteriorating ties between the two feuding ndghbouis 
after accusing Pakistani intelligence agents of torturing an Indian 
dipkiniaL “we hope to resch edu le the talks when the eSi w^ improves 
and some semblance of normalcy is restored,** a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said. India expelled two Pakistani diplomats based in New 
Delhi on Monday and accused them of espionage after an Inrgan di p l omat 
toM reporters in Islamabad he had been abducted and tortured by 
Rustam intelligence agents at the weekend. India and Pakistan were 
scheduled to hold talks from June 1 to 3 in New Delhi at fo reign secretary 
level., M We waited for more than 36 bouts to see if there would be any 
rational reaction to the blatant violation of international law *od 
diploma tic conduct winch took place in .Islamabad,** the India" Foreign 
Munshv spokesman said. “Reputably, statements from various sources 
m the Pakistan government show no sense of regret or any remorse for the 
brutal treatment meted oat to a senior Indian diplomat.** 
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Conference issues recommendations 

AMMAN (Petra) — A five-day Anglican Church conference on refugees, 
which convened in Amman recently, has called for continuing the work of 
the Anglican Committee for Refugees. In its recommendations, the 
conference called for allocating the needed funds and manpower for 
issuing a periodical publication to follow-up work activities in the field of 
refugees and immigrants. Participants in the meeting, who represent 70 
million in the world, stressed the important role played by the national 
and international churches, (he International Council of Churches and 
Don-governmental voluntary societies in assisting refugees. The partici- 
pants called on national churches to share their experience with other 
churches in order to stimulate the international community to review its 
definition of “refugees" as stated in the 1951 United Nations Charter. 
They said that this definition, which considere the refugee as a person who 
hesitates to return home for fear of persecution, does not apply to millions 
of people who should be considered as refugees. They also pointed out 
that the bulk of refugees arc children and women and urged churches to 
extend a helping hand to them and protect them. 
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Jordan recognises 
Afghanistan 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet 
held a meeting Tuesday under the 
chairmanship of Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker. The 
cabinet heard a briefing by Fore- 
ign Minister Kamel Abu Jaber oti 
the outcome of the recent Non- 
Aligned Movement meeting held 
in Jakarta. Industry and Trade 
Minister Abdullah Etjsonr 
briefed the cabinet on an econo- 
mic Jordanian delegations taitre m 
the Netherlands. Hie Cabinet de- 
cided to recognise the Tslamir 
Republic of Afghanistan. 

Philip Habib dies 

PARIS (R) — Philip Habib, the 
former U.S. special envoy in the 
Middle East, died of a heart 
attack on Monday during a pri- 
vate visit to France, the U.S. 
embassy said on Tuesday. Mr. 
Habib, 72. was visiting Puligny- 
Montrachet near Beaune in the 
heart of the Burgundy wine- 
growing region. 

Mojaddidi in 
Pakistan 

KABUL (R) — New Afghan 
President Sibghatullah Mojaddidi 
arrived in Pakistan Tuesday on 
Ids first foreign trip since becom- 
ing interim head of state after the 
Afghan Mujahideen seized power 
one month ago. Afghan officials 
described Mr. Mojaddidi’s visit as 
one to express friendship and 
thanks for Pakistan’s support for 
the Mnjahedeen during 14 years 
of war against the former Soviet- 
backed Afghan government. 

France: Move on 
Lockerbie is Libya’s 

PAR1S (R) —Arab League chief 
Esmat Abdul Megirid discussed 
Libya’s dispute with the West 
with French President Francois 
Mitterrand on Monday and was 
told the ball was still in Tripoli’s 
court, a French official said. Dr. 
Abdul Megnkl told reporters af- 
ter the meeting Libya had shown 
flexibility and the desire to find a 
solution to the dispute over the. 
mid-air bombing of an American 
and a French airliner. But Mr. 
Mitterrand’s diplomatic aide 
Pierre Morel said France, which 
wants to question four Libyans 
about the bombing of an UTA 
airliner over the Sahara in 1989, 
had yet to receive a positive 
response from Tripoli. “It is up to 
Libya to make a move," he said. 

Armenian president 
visits Cairo 

CAIRO (AP) — Armenian Presi- 
dent Levon Ter-Petrosdan arrived 
Tuesday for an official visit, the 
first since his country became 
independent last year. He will 
meet Wednesday with President 
Hosni Mubarak. Egyptian offi- 
cials said their talks will focus on 
developing bilateral relations and 
regional and international issues. 
Foremost among these, they said, 
will be Middle East peace efforts 
and Armenia’s conflict with 
Azerbaijan over -Nagorno- 
Karabach (see page 8). 

Somalis accuse 
Kenya 

of backing Siad 
Barre 

NAIROBI (R) — A Somali 
armed faction has accused Kenya 
of giving military support of fight- 
ers of ousted President Moham- 
mad Siad Barre, who fled into 
exile last month, the Somali fac- 
tion’s radio reported late on 
Monday. “There is a dear evi- 
dence that Kenya has been pro- 
viding Siad Barre’s remnants 
with arms, fuel, bullets and ra- 
tions,’’ said a spokesman of the 
Somali liberation Army (SLA), 
an affiance of ethnic forces led by 
warlord Mohammad Farah 

Aideed. 

Iranian doctor, 
family murdered 

NICOSIA (AP)— A top Iranian 
physician and his family have 
been slain at their home in 
Tehran, and the suspected killer 
was killed bourn later when his 
stolen car plunged into a canyon, 
according to reports reaching 
here Tuesday. The murders have 
become die talk of the town in 
Tehran, and are an indication of 
deteriorating law and order, 
which has been largely ignored by 
the official media. 


Israel continues Lebanon 
raids, but says it does not 
want war with Syria 


’AIN BOUSWAR, Lebanon 
(Agencies) — Israeli warplanes 
blasted resistance bases m South 
Lebanon in a series of strikes on 
Tuesday, wounding four guerril- 
las and one civilian, security 
sources said. 

Witnesses said four planes 
swooped on Hizbollah (Party of 
God) positions at least 10 times, 
firing some 40 rockets in all. 

The strikes, the third wave of 
Israeli attacks into Lebanon in 
less than a week, were carried out 
just north of the Jewish state’s 
self-styled “security zone” set up 
to foil guerrilla raids across its 
northern border. 

The Israeli military confirmed 
die raids and said its planes re- 
turned safely to base. 

The stepped up air war stoked 
fears of conflict between Israel 
and Syria, die main power broker 
in Lebanon. 

But Israeli Defence Minister 
Moshe Arens said he accepted 
remarks of Syrian Foreign Minis- 
ter Farouq A1 Sharaa Monday 
that Damascus (fid not seek con- 
frontation. 

“We had wars in the past with 
Syria and Syria was the aggressor, 
so if they have no plans for going 
to war, and I don’t believe they 
do, there is no risk of war at all,” 
Mr. Arens told Reuters. 


In a rare mention of war since 
die stan of Middle East peace 
talks, Mr. Sharaa said Monday 
his country would fight if Israel 
involves it in Israeli confronta- 
tions with Hizbollah. 

Israeli officials earlier hinted at 
a possible limited strike against 
Syrian troops, accusing Syria of 
sustaining guerrillas in Lebanon. 

He made no immediate com- 
ment on reports from Lebanon 
that Syrian gunners stationed in 
eastern Lebanon fired at Israeli 
jet fighters as they flew an appa- 
rent reconnaissance mission 
Tuesday. 

It would be die first reported' 
Syrian fire at Israeli forces in 
Lebanon in months. 

Israel’s former air force com- 
mander, Avfinr Bin Nun, said 
that the reported Syrian firing 
was not unusual. 

“To the best of my knowledge 
there has been no change in the 
Syrian approach which says that if 
we fly over their forces... they 
fire on ns,’* Mr. Bin Nun told 
Israel army radio. 

“I don’t think they are trying to 
escalate the situation as a result 
of this shooting,’’ he added. 

Asked whether there was con- 
cern the bombings could draw 
Lebanese-based Syrian forces 
into the fighting in Lebanon, 


Ehud Gol, a spokesman for 
Prime Minister Yithzak Shamir, 
said: “On the contrary, our steps 
against the Hizbollah are aimed 
at preventing an escalation.” 

“Basically we do what we do in 
order to put an end to infiltra- 
tions by the Hizbollah and 
attempts by Hizbollah to cause an 
escalation.” Mr. Gol said. 

However, Zeev Schiff, a re- 
spected military correspondent 
for the Haaretz daily, warned 
that even if Israel did not intend 
to engage in a confrontation with 
Syria, the situation might get out 
of hand. 

“We have to take into consid- 
eration... when we operate dose 
to Syrian positions (in Lebanon), 
in an area where there are Syrian 
ground-to-air missiles, that they 
can hit one of our planes... and 
the situation can explode,” Mr. 
Schiff told Israel Television. 

Shortly before Tuesday’s raids, 
Hizbollah vowed to continue its 
guerrilla war against the Israelis 
in the sooth. 

“We assert that the resistance 
operations will continue to de- 
fend our people and to regain our 
occupied land,” Sheikh Hassan 
Nasrallah, Hizbollah secretary- 
general, told reporters. * 

(Cob tinned on page 5) 


Cheney: Reports of U.S. 
superpower plans ‘garbage’! 


BRUSSELS (R) — U.S. Defence 
Secretary Dick Qieney has de- 
nied toe Pentagon intended to 
quash the emergence of Amer- 
ican allies as superpowers and 
described news reports of leaked 
classified documents as “gar- 


A defence department plan- 
ning document, leaked to the 
U.S. media earlier this year, 
caused a stir in European capitals 
and in Japan because it appeared 
to endorse U.S. domination of 
the international stage now the 
cold war is over. 

Fiance, leading efforts to cre- 
ate more independent European 
defences, was outraged. 

The New York Times and 
Washington Post reported on 
Sunday the United States had 
backed away from an early draft 
of the six-year budget plan, winch 
suggested Washington should 
prevent the rise of new competi- 
tors, even among allies. 

Mr. Cheney, in Brussels for a 
NATO meeting, said the early 
draft might have been poorly 
phrased. But be added it bad 
been changed in tire final version 
which he signed last week and 
sent to U.S. military chiefs. 

“The interpretation that was 
given to the early draft was that 
we didn’t believe in collective 


security, (that) we had adopted a 
go-it-alone strategy in terms of 
how we were going to operate the 
world,” he told reporters who 
travelled with him from Washing- 
ton on Monday. 

“That’s garbage,” he added. 
“The policy hasn’t changed.” 
Senior U.S. defence officials 
told Reuters on Sunday that the 
document, used by the U.S. milit- 
ary to plan budgets, now empha- 
sises strengthening ties with 
allies, keeping troops abroad and 
maintaining a strong militaiy de- 
spite budget cuts. 

Mr. Cheney said the Bush 
administration had done more to 
advance collective security than 
any in a long time. 

“To suggest that we had this 
sort of fundamental change ... I 
think was just a misinterpretation 
by the person who wrote the 
original story,” he said. 

“The first draft, that no one 
had signed off on, was a very 
early cut ... some of it migh t not 
have been as artfully phrased as it 
might have been if you knew it 
was going to be in the- 
Washington PosL H • 

He said a second draft was 
apparently leaked by the same 
person and reflected several 
months of work. 


Waldheim successor plans 
rapid normalisation of ties 


VIENNA (R) — Austrian 
President-elect Thomas Klestil 
plans a rapid normalisation of ties 
with countries which boycotted 
outgoing head of state Kurt Wal- 
dheim- because of his wartime 
past in the German army. 

Dr. Klestil told his first news 
conference after a landlside elec- 
tion win on Sunday that he would 
be going to the United States — 
which barred Dr. Waldheim from 
entry — and that ties with Israel 
would be restored to full ambas- 
sadorial level. 

“Ties between Austria and 
Israel were, in substance, good. 
What was abnormal was that our 
embassies did not have full 
ambassadors," Dr. Klestil said. 

Israel withdrew its ambassador 
from Vienna shortly after Dr. 
Waldheim was elected amid a 
storm of protest abroad, in 1986. 

Dr. Klestil said . he was “sore 
that this formal distinction will be 
corrected by exchange of accre- 
ditations." 

“As soon as possible I win also 
make a series of working visits to 
the most important European 
Community (EC) capitals,” be 
added. 

Austria is due to open ful! 
negotiations with the EC on the 
terms of its planned membership 


early next year. 

Dr. Klestil, a former diploma- 
tic envoy to the United States and 
a friend of ex-President Ronald 
Reagan, said he hoped to visit the 
U.S. soon but set no date. 

Dr. Waldheim, who hands over 
office Dr. Klestil on July 8, was 
severely handicapped by the con- 
troversy over past. Although be 
denied any involvement in Nazi 
war crimes, be faced a virtual 
boycott in the West. 

He was received in Arab and 
Third World capitals and by Pope 
John Paul. But Western govern- 
ment leaders visiting Austria 
would avoid Vienna to escape the 
obligation of seeing him. 

.German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl was the only major Western 
leader to host Dr. Waldheim 
publicly, several months after Dr. 
Waldheim's June 1991 announce- 
ment that be would not seek a 
second six-year term. 

Dr. Klestil, of toe same con- 
servative peoples party (OEVP) 
as Dr. Waldheim, inflicted, a 
crushing defeat on Social Demo- 
crat (SPOE) candidate Rudolf 
Strektoer. His margin of victory 
— 57 per cent to 43 per cent — 
was the largest in a presidential 
election since World War n. 


Solh 
cabinet 
to focus on 
south, 
economy 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon’s new 
government taid on Tuesday it 
would focus Its efforts on reviving 
the country’s economy and 
pushing for an Israeli withdrawal 
from South Lebanon. 

Officials said the cabinet of 
Prime Minister Rashid S 0 D 1 , 
formed on May 16, would stand a 
vote of confidence in partiament 
on Thursday. 

It sent a formal statement of its 
programme to the assembly on 
Tuesday, saying it would seek the 
implementation of United Na- 
tions Security Council resolutions 
42 5 and 426 stipulating an uncon- 
ditional withdrawal of Israeli 
troops from South Lebanon. 

“The government strongly de- 
nounces the Israeli occupation of 
parts of Lebanese territory and 
toe continuation of attacks on our 
people. It will work to liberate all 
its territory from this occupa- 
tion," the programme said. 

“The cabinet holds to well- 
established Lebanese stands and 
toe right of the Lebanese govern- 
ment and people to confront the 
occupation and use all available 
means to liberate their land, the 
programme added. 

The programme said resolving 
toe country’s acute economic cri- 
sis was toe government’s top 
priority. 

The cabinet would adopt a 
belt- tightening policy to cut pub- 
lic spending, reduce a huge deficit 
in the projected budget, decrease 
public debt and develop the 
state’s tax collection system, it 
Said. 

The programme added that the 
government would pursue prom- 
ises of financial aid by Arab and 
friendly nations. 

The Lebanese pound fell farth- 
er on Tuesday, dosing at a rate of 
1705 against the dollar, compared 
with Monday’s 1650, the central 
bank said. 

The deterioration of the 
pound, which has lost half its 
value since February, has sent 
prices soaring up by around 75 
per cent, driving many people 
below poverty line. 

Bread riots across Lebanon 
toppled toe cabinet of Premier 
Outer Karanri on May 6. 

Mr. Solh’s cabinet also pledged 
to supervise partiamentary elec- 
tions, the first in Lebanon in 20 
years, this summer. 



Designers’ vision of the new Palace of Justice’ 

New Palace of Justice expected 
to be completed in 45 months 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Tuesday laid the 
foundation stone for a new com- 
plex to serve as the Palace Justice 
at Abdali, a project that will cost 
JD 12 million and to be im- 
plemented in 45 months. 

The complex will be set np on 
47 dunums of land and will be of 
eight floors, according to the 
Ministry of Public Works and 
Housing, which is sponsoring toe 
project. 


King Hussein unveiled a com- 
memorative plaque at toe con- 
struction site marking the formal 
commencement of work on toe 
project being launched as part of 
toe Kingdom’s celebrations of In- 
dependence Day. 

Present at the ceremony were 
Prime Minster Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker, speakers of Parliament 
and other dignitaries and high 
ranking army officers as well as 
invited guests. 


The Ministry of Public Works 
said that the design of the new 
complex was in the traditional 
Islamic and Arab architectural 
style. The new quake- resistance 
complex uill have 11 courts in 
addition to units and wings for 
judges. 

Justice Minister Yousef Mbei- 
deen said the new complex will 
no do ubt provid e a favourable 

(Continued on page 5) 


Palestinians call for European 
sponsorship for peace process 


THE HAGUE (Agencies) — 
Palestinian leaders say they want 
the European Community (EC), 
to co-sponsor the Middle East 
peace negotiations because it has 
more at stake than the talks* 
current co-sponsors. 

“The EC has not just a greater 
interest bat realistically has a 
better role and a more significant 
role to play” in the Middle East 
than Washington and Moscow, 
said Hanan Ashrawi, spokes- 
woman for toe Palestinian de- 
legation to the talks. 

“In terms of superpowers, the 


age of the bipolar world is over," 
she told a news conference after 
meeting with Dutch Foreign 
Minister Hans van den Broek. 

Israel has opposed giving the 
EC equal status with Washington 
and Moscow because of pro- Arab 
taken by some members 
of the 12r nation trade bloc. 

The EC attends the talks under 
the status of a participant “along- 
side** the United States and Rus- 
sia, with far lesser decision- 
making powers than the two co- 
sponsors. 

The EC headed a multilateral 


session on economic cooperation 
earlier this month, but was barred 
on Israel’s request from rending a 
frill delegation to similar arms 
control talks in Washington. 

Dr. Ashrawi said Europe's 
political dout had increased Since 
toe collapse of toe Soviet Union, 
which was co-sponsor when the 
talks started last October in Mad- 
rid. She called “Israel's known 
hostility to Europe... counterpro- 
ductive.” 

Nabfl Shaath, an aide to Pales- 
(Continued on page 5) 


Israelis 
plan to 
expand 
Gaza 
colony 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Jewish settlers in the Israeli- 
occupied territories said on Tues- 
day they intended to expand a 
Gaza Strip settlement to include 
mobile homes and classrooms for 
seminary students. 

Settler spokesman Aharon 
Domb said 15 families of students 
and teachers would move by early 
next week into the homes and 
neighbouring Kibbutz Netzarim, 
a religious collectiv settlement 
of eight families. 

Israel’s leading leftist bloc 
Meret 2 . which is contesting 
Israel’s "June 23 parliamentary 
election, said it would try to stop 
what it called the creation of a 
new settlement. 

Washington, Israel's closest 
ally, views settlements as an 
obstacle to Arab-lsraeli peace 
efforts. Settler leaders claim a 
biblical right of Jews to settle in 
the occupied territories. 

Some 110,000 settlers live in 
fortified enclaves among 1.75 mil- 
lion Palestinians in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. More than 
140,00 Jews have moved into 
neighbourhoods in and around 
Arab East Jerusalem. 

The army barred the 750,000 
Palestinians of the strip from 
entering Israel for a second day 
on Tuesday following the stab- 
bing death of an Israeli girl by a 
Gaza worker in the town of Bat 
Yam near Tel Aviv. 

Israeli soldiers shot and 
wounded 79 Palestinians in the 
Gaza Strip in clashes on Sunday 
and Monday after three Islamic 
activists and an Israeli policeman 
were killed in a gun battle there, 
Palestinians said (see page 2). 


Sudan peace talks open; 
few signs of compromise 


ABUJA, Nigeria (R) — Sudan’s 
Islamic government and 
autonomyseeldng rebels opened 
talks in Abuja Tuesday with calls 
for peace but few signs that either 
side might shift postion to end 
one of Africa’s longest-running 
civil wars. 

“We are here, keen and deter- 
mined for peace and to end 
bloodshed,” Colonel Mohammad 
A1 Amin Khalifa, speaker of 
Sudan’s transitional parliament, 
told toe Nigerian-sponsored con- 
ference. 

He accused the rebel Sudan 
People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA) of kidnapping children, 
violating human rights and des- 
troying mosques and schools. 

The mainstream SPLA group 
of John Garang, who said peace 
could be achieved only through 
dialogue, in turn accused the 
Khartoum government of racial 
and religious discrimination. 


“Racial and religious apartheid 
is the centra] issue of Sudan.” 
Wiliam Nyon Bany, Colonel 
Garang’s number two, said in his 
address. 

Each Sudanese delegation has 
nine members. 

Despite the lack of overt com- 
promise at this stage of the talks, 
likely to last up to a week, dele- 
gates said there was hope for 
peace. 

“There is some hope. Even if 
we don’t achieve much, at least 
we have started the talks." said 
Col. Garang’s spokesman 
Richard Mulla. 

The first session broke up after 
two hours for procedural discus- 
sions ahead of an expected meet- 
ing on Wednesday with Nigeria's 
military president, Ibrahim 
Ba bangi da, current leader of the 
Organisation of African Unity. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Black Sea fleet to leave 
commonwealth control 


MOSCOW (R) — The big Black 
Sea fleet of the former Soviet 
Union is to be removed from 
joint commonwealth control and 
divided between Ukraine and 
Russia, the commonwealth's top 
military commander said on 
Tuesday. 

Marshal Yevgeny Shaposh- 
nfkov, commander in chief of the 
commonwealth armed forces, 
told journalists that bilateral talks 
between Russia and Ukraine 
would determine bow to divide 
up the fleet. 

Marshal Shaposhnikov said the 
last nuclear weapons carried 
aboard the fleet's 380 ships had 
been moved away earlier this 
month in an overnight convoy. 

Russia had originally said toe 
fleet should stay under common- 
wealth control and form part of a 
joint strategic force, but Ukraine 
disagreed. It said it was entitled 
to large portions of the fleet, 
which is based m the Crimean 
port of Sevastopol. 

Disputes between Russia and 
Ukraine over the division of the 
former Soviet military machine, 
including toe Black Sea fleet. 


have rocked the commonwealth 
since its formation last Decem- 
ber. 

Asked if the Black Sea fleet 
remained part of the joint 
strategic force after Tuesday’s 
meeting of the commonwealth 
defence chiefs. Marshal Shaposh- 
nikov said: “No it did not." 

Deputy Ukraine Defence 
Minister Ivan Bizhan told repor- 
ters after the news conference 
that in addition to the Black Sea 
fleet, para troop forces and most 
of the former Soviet air force 
had also been excluded from Che 
strategic forces. 

He said the decisions corres- 
ponded to an earlier Ukrainian 
proposal to have a slimmer 
strategic force. 

The moves leave the strategic 
nuclear troops and nuclear- 
cartying detachments of die air 
force and the navy as the only 
effective joint commonwealth 
force. 

Russia, before starting to build 
its own aimed forces, had advo- 
cated a much larger joint com- 
monwealth army. 


Government critic wins 
Kuwaiti chamber poll 


KUWAIT (R) — A leading gov- 
ernment opponent on Tuesday 
won Kuwaiti Chamber of Com- 
merce elections widely seen as a 
dry run for national polls in Octo- 
ber. 

Official results issued a day 
after the voting showed followers 
of Abdul Aziz AJ Saqr won all 24 
board seats, defeating a group of 
well-known businessmen seen as 
backed by toe emir, Sheikh Jaber 
A1 Ahmad AJ Sabah. 

Mr. Saqr, incumbent chairman 
of the Chamber of Commerce 
and a member of the family which 
controls the leading liberal daily 
AJ Qabas, has been the target of 
virulent attacks in pro- 
government papers. 

But he has mustered support 
from a formidable list of leading 
businessmen and bankers — the 
traditional merchant class that 
has been toe backbone of politic- 
al opposition to the ruling AJ 
Sabah family. 

Both government and opposi- 
tion campaigned vigorously 


ahead of the vote, the first ip 
Kuwait since Western and Arab 
forces evicted Iraqi troops from 
the emirate in February last year. 

“The results of this election 
have a big political significance 
because of the lobbying the gov- 
ernment did to try and get rid of 
Saqr,” one diplomat said. 

“It is one of toe few occasions 
since liberation that the govern- 
ment did not get its way," he 
added. 

The 24 new board members are 
expected to reelect Mr. Saqr as 
chairman of the board which he 
has headed since the chamber 
was founded in the early 1960s, 

Unofficial figures said more 
than 11,000 of the 16,000 people 
eligible to vote for the new 
Chamber of Commerce board 
took part in the polls, including 
women. 

The total Kuwait electorate 
stands at 80,000. Women are not 
allowed to vote in general elec- 
tions. 


Soviet party likened to 
Nazis in Moscow court 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — The 
banned Soviet Communist Party 
was on Tuesday effectively con- 
demned to face trial for its record 
over 70 years of iron rule as a 
leading lawyer likened its posi- 
tion to that of the Nazis after 
World War. 

The constitutional court of the 
new Russian state ruled in a 
landmark decision that it was 
competent to hear charges that 
toe once all-powerful party gross- 
ly violated the laws of the old 
Soviet Union, which collapsed 
last December. 

Former top Kremlin leaders in 
the central Moscow courtroom 
gestured angrily as Andrei 
Makarov, legal counsel for Rus- 
sian President Boris Yeltsin, sug- 
gested a parallel with Adolf Hit- 
ler’s National Socialist Party. 

Mikhail Gorbachev, party 
leader from 1985 until he res- 
igned after toe coup during which 
he was himself put under house 
arrest, was not present in court 
for toe hearing though several of 


his former politburo colleagues 
were there. 

These included Vladimir Ivash- 
ko, party number two at the time 
of the coup, one-time top 
ideologist Yegor Ligachev, for- 
mer Industry Secretary Vladimir 
Dolgikh and former Russian Fed- 
eration President Vitaly Vorotni- 
kov. The court said Tuesday that 
Mr. Gorbachev or stand-in 
should represent the party. 

Mr. Gorbachev was the last 
general secretary of the Com- 
munist Party. 

A spokesman said Mr. Gor- 
bachev was not aware of a ruling 
by the constitutional court. 

The court adjourned its hear- 
ings to July 7 to allow the sides to 
prepare their cases. Besides Mr. 
'Gorbachev, the court also ruled 
that Vladimir Ivashfco, the party's 
last deputy general secretary, 
should represent it, along with 
Valentin Kuptsov, former fim 
secretary of the CommuniaKrtv 
Central Committee. y 
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Israeli poll turns 
personal and nasty 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Did Yitzhak 
Rabin have a nervous collapse 25 
years ago? Does he drink? And 
did Yitzhak Shamir assassinate a 
colleague 49 years ago? 

Whether the voters care is 
another question. But the very 
fact that the questions are being 
asked in public demonstrates the 
shift of Israeli politics, away from 
ideology and into the personal. 

Leading up to the June 23 
election , the big issues of wax and 
peace, unemployment and im- 
migration have barely surfaced. 
Instead, the shots are being 
aimed largely at the personalities 
of the main contenders: Prime 
Minister Shamir, 76, of the Likud 
party, and Mr. Rabin of the 
Labour Party. 

like so much else, from 
skateboard accidents to the popu- 
larity of the cheeseburger, Amer- 
ican influence is cited as the main 
force changing Israeli politics. 

It started four years ago with a 
grass-roots movement to jettison 
Israel's unwieldy coalition system 
for the streamlined beauty of a 
directly elected leader. 

Next came ‘‘primaries" — 
Israelis use the English word — 
to elect Mr. Rabin as Labour's 
candidate. With it came express- 
ions like “the teflon candidate," 
where criticisms and charges do 
not stick, which Israelis use to 
describe the 70-year-old former 
general. 

Now comes what columnist 
Nahum Bamea decries as "elec- 
tion junk food” — a litany of 
personal attacks whose main 
target is Mr. Rabin’s war-hero 
image. 

The facts are fairly wdll known. 
On May 23, 1967, Lieutenant- 
General Rabin was Israel's milit- 
ary chief of staff, and Egypt and 
Israel were readying for war. 
Consumed with self-doubt, blam- 
ing himself for the escalation, 
Gen. Rabin succumbed to the 
strain. He took a sedative injec- 
tion. handed command to his 
deputy, and dropped out of sigbt 
for 24 hours. 

Two weeks later, Gen. Rabin 
led his army in its six-day war, 
and emerged a hero. He went on 
to serve as ambassador to 
Washington, and was prime 
minister from 1974 to 1977. 

His party has pushed Mr. 
Rabin to the forefront, hoping his 
military record and tough treat- 
ment of Palestinians will dispel its 
soft-on-Arabs image 1 . Mr. 
Rabin's face, and his alone, fea- 
tures in party ads. under the 
solgan, "Israel is waiting for 
Rabin." 

The Likud, lagging, in opinion 


polls, has sought to undermine 
that image by resurrecting the 
1967 breakdwon. So Mr. Rabin 
[attached a preemptive strike last 
week by telling the story in pain- 
ful detail to the daily Hadashot. 

If nothing else, it was a remark- 
able act of soul-bearing by a man 
who is thought of as a cold, 
introverted man. In fact, some 
analysts believe it may boost bis 
image by proving that he is 
human. 

So far there is no indication 
that die issue has affected votes, 
but both sides are claiming vic- 
tory. "Your slandering of Rabin 
only bring us more voters,” 
crowed a Labour ad. "Rabin fell 
into our trap and we’re delight- 
ed,” boasted Likud spokesman 
Yossi Achimeir. 

“The whole mudslmghig thing 
is quite new in Israeli politics," ' 
says Elifau Katz, an opinion polls- 
ter. But he adds he has no data to 
suggest it is swaying voters. 

Mr. Achimeir said Labour 
asked for it by focusing its entire 
campaign on Rabin. 

“If Rabin is supposed to be 
such a saviour ... it's our job to 
show the public how he copes 
under pressure.” Mr. Achimeir 
said in an interview. 

Labour activists have bit back 
by floating stories in the press 
about Mr. Shamir's role in ex- 
ecuting a member of his under- 
ground army in 1943. Mr. Shamir 
has not commented. 

Likud has tried to reopen the 
question of Mr. Rabin's drinking 
habits. Mr. Rabin acknowledges 
taking “an occasional drink” but 
says it's nonsensical to suggest his 
judgment is affected. 

Lately, indications are that 
both sides want to pull bade. 
Likud leaders have expressed 
qualms about the attacks on Mr. 
Rabin. Old-guard Labourites, 
who remember when elections 
were about ideology, not candi- 
dates, are uncomfortable with the 
new trend. 

Some of the nastier attacks 
have come from low-level activ- 
ists. and may have gone un- 
noticed but for the fact that the 
Israeli press also has changed, 
and is more ready to headline 
candidates' personality flaws. 

Columnist Bamea says Mr. 
Rabin shares the blame. ■_ 

“Rabin is a devout believer in the 
Arquicanisatioo of Israeli . poli- 
tics, he wrote Sunday in the 
daily Yedioth Ahronoth. "So de- 
vout that he fails to see the 
damage that the personalisation 
of politics has done to the quality 
of American government.” 


Arab League chief calls for 
easing of Iraqis’ suffering 


PARIS (R) — Arab League 
Secretary-General Esmat Abdul 
Maguid called on Monday for 
U.N. economic sanctions against 
Iraq to be eased because of the 
suffering they caused the Iraqi 
people. 

He said Baghdad had accepted, 
and was implementing, all U.N. 
Security Council resolutions aris- 
ing from the Gulf war that fol- 
lowed its August 1990 occupation 
of Kuwait. 

“I can assure you that all Arab 
League countries without excep- 
tion have taken a very dear 
stance on easing the suffering of 
the Iraqi people.” he told a news 
conference after a meeting of the 
Franco- Arab Chamber of Com- 
merce. 

The former Egyptian foreign 
minister *soid the league was 
trying to arrange a trade-off be- 
tween the release of some 850 
remaining Kuwaiti prisoners in 
Iraq and an easing of an econo- 
mic embargo that has caused 
shortages of food and medicines. 

"The reaction of the two coun- 
tries has been positive ... and I 
hope we will be successful in 


achieving an easing of the suffer- 
ing of the Iraqi people in ex- 
change for the freeing of the 
Kuwait prisoners,” be said. 

The number of Kuwaitis still in 
Iraq has been in dispute since the 
Gulf war over the emirate ended 
last year. Baghdad has denied it is 
still holding Kuwaiti prisoners 
and offered the Red Cross access 
to prisons and detention camps to 
search for people Kuwait has re- 
ported missing. 

Dr. Abdul Maguid, who was 
meeting President Francois Mit- 
terrand on Tuesday, also praised 
Libya’s stance on the conflict with 
Britain, the United States and 
France over the bombing in mid- 
air of two airliners. 

"Libya has shown flexibility 
and a desire to find a solution to 
avoid escalation in this very sensi- 
tive region,” he said. 

Dr. Abdul Maguid said Libya 
bad accepted the application of 
U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 731. 

"We hope that in the coining 
days we will see a serious effort to 
And. a solution which will satisfy 
all sides.” he said. 
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An Israeli attacks a Palestinian construction worker in a Td Aviv suburb 


Israel, occupied territories flare with tension 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Israeli assailants stabbed 
and seriously injured an Israeli 
Arab man on Monday in relations 
for stabbing death of an Israeli 
girl by a Palestinian, Israel Radio 
reported. 

The attack capped a day of 
increased tension in Israel and 
the occupied territories. 

Ten Israel youths stepped out 
of two cars on Monday evening 
and attacked an Arab, who was 
standing alone at a building site in 
Rishon Lezion, a southern sub- 
urb of Tel Aviv. 

An Israeli army officer dis- 
persed the group, the radio re- 
port said, and alerted the police. 
The Arab, a resident of 
Nazareth, was in serious condi- 
tion at a Tel Aviv Hospital. 
Police detained five youths in 
connection with the incident. 
Israel Radio did not name the 
Arab. 


Palestinians said at least 27 
Gaza Strip residents were wound- 
ed by Israeli soldiers on Monday, 
bringing the number of injured to 
79 in two days of widespread 
confrontations. 

The Red Eagle military arm of 
the Popular Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine (PFLP) claimed 
responsibility for Monday's kill- 
ing of Naim Abu Ishira, 35. in the 
town of Rafah, Palestinian 
sources said. 

Last week a respected former 
PFLP activist was one of the first 
Palestinians to speak out against 
collaborator killings that have so 
far cost at least 470 lives. 

Mr. Abu Ishira was the first 
suspected collaborator killed 
since Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat called on Saturday for an 
end to the killings. 

The 27 Palestinians were 


Soviet party funded 
PFLP — Yeltsin aide 


MOSCOW (R) — The old Soviet 
Communist Party supplied afire? 
to a hardline Palestinian group in 
the mid-1970s to use in attacks on 
American and Israeli targets, a 
senior Moscow official said on 
Monday. 

Sergei Shakhrai, a dose aide to 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin, 
read to a news conference ex- 
tracts from a declassified top- 
secret document which be said 
was one of thousands proving the 
party had dose links to interna- 
tional groups. 

The document said "a ship- 
ment of foreign arms and 
ammunition was delivered by the 
(KGB) committee of state secur- 
ity to the bead of external opera- 
tions for the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP) on May 14, 1975." 

The Damascus-based PFLP is 
led by George Habash. It is one 
of the factions making up the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). It subscribes to a 
Marxist ideology and refuses to 
abandon armed struggle as a 
means of achieving self-deter- 
mination for Palestinians. 

During the late 1970s and early 
1980s, several American and 
Israeli diplomats were assassin- 
ated in Europe and elsewhere in 
bomb and gun attacks. Western 
intelligence officials said at the 
time they believed the PFLP was 
possibly responsible! 

The weapons were to be used, 
according to the document from 
the now-banned party's archives, 
.“to cany out operations against 
American and Israeli personnel 
in third countries , to carry out 


acts of sabotage and terrorism." 

Mr. Shakhrai, who briefly 
waved a copy of the document for 
journalists to see, said it would be 
used in the Russian government's 
argument in a case of appeal filed 
by former party members in the 
country's constitutional court this 
week. 

Mr. Shakhrai resigned from the 
Yeltsin's administration earlier 
this month over differences with 
other top aides. He said he re- 
mained a strong backer of the 
Russian president and would lead 
the government case in the court 
bearing. 

The court will decide whether 
Mr. Yelstin acted constitutionally 
when he banned the Communist 
Party after last August’s failed 
hardline coup in Moscow. 

American and Israeli intelli- 
gence often accused the Soviet 
Union, which collapsed in De- 
cember, of backing extremism in 
a bid to destabilise the West. 
Moscow always denied the 
charges. 

According to the document 
cited by Mr. Shakhrai, the 
weapons were handed over "in 
connection with a decision of the 
Central Committee” — the body 
which decided all state and gov- 
ernment policy during most of the 
70 years of communist rule. 

The document was dated May 
16, 1975. Mr. Shakhrai said. This 
would mean the derision to deliver 
the arms to the PFLP was taken 
when then party leader Leonid 
Brezhnev was officially pursuing 
a policy of detente with the West. 


wounded in clashes throughout 
the Gaza Strip. Demonstrations 
erupted on Sunday after Israeli 
forces killed three Palestinians in 
a gan fight in Gaza. 

An Israeli para-military police- 
man was also killed. 

In the Central town of Bat 
Yam, an Israeli girl stabbed to 
death by a Palestinian from Gaza 
was buried under heavy guard 
while some mourners chanted 
“Death to Arabs.” 

Police were holding Fuad 
Abdul Atti Am ran for the raffing 
of Helena Rapp, who was stab- 
bed to death as she waited for a 
bus in Bat Yam, another south- 
ern suburb of Tel Aviv. Amran, 
19, is a resident of the Nusseirat 
refugee camp in the occupied 
Gaza Strip. 

Another Arab was arrested in 
connection with the murder, 
although Amran maintains he 
was acting alone, Israel Radio 

King Hassan 
pledges to go 
ahead with 
referendum 

RABAT (AP) — Morocco is 
committed to bolding a referen- 
dum on the independence of the 
disputed Western Sahara terri- 
tory "at any date" despite a 
recent postponement, Moroccan 
King Hassan II said Monday. 

"It is not us who are hindering 
the organisation of the refern- 
dnm, or delaying it," King Has- 
san said on the Arab- language 
television network MBC. 
"Everyone knows that, while not 
completely satisfied with the 
latest resolution of the (United 
Nations) Security Council, 
Morocco will respect it." 

The United Nations has given 
until May 31 for a peace plan to 
be put in place before seeking 
other means to solve the conflict, 
which dates from 1975, when 
Morocco annexed the territory 
and Polisario guerrillas launched 
an independence war. 

“We want better, but we wiD 
not accept overstepping the re- 
solution of the Security Council,” 
King Hassan said. 

He said he looked forward to a 
visit by U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali "as soon as possi- 
ble" to discuss organising the 
referendum, the centrepiece of a 
United Nations peace plan for the 
disputed territory. 

It was to have been held in 
January, but was postponed inde- 
finitely because of conflicts be- 


said. 

In occupied Jerusalem, police 
dispersed a crowd of Israelis who 
threatened to march on a neigh- 
bouring village in retaliation for 
die torching of six Israeli cars on 
Sunday morning. 

An Israeli girl filed a complaint 
against extreme-right wing parlia- 
mentarian Rebovoam Zeevi for 
slapping her during Rapp's funer- 
al. Israel . Radio said. The 17- 
year-old girl, a member of the 
anti-Arab Kach movement, was 
shouting slogans at Zeevi. Mr. 
Zeevi said he slapped the girt in 
self defence. 

Police arrested another youth 
for tossing a bottle at Police 
Minister Ronnie Milo during the. 
funeral. Mr. Mflo was unhurt. 

Politicians from both major 
parties called for an indefinite 
closure of die Gaza Strip. 

The Labour Party, trying to 
gain votes in the June 23 national 
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tween the Polisario and Morocco, 
mainly ovqr who can vote. 

The United Nations wanted to 
base electoral lists on a 1974 
Spanish census which put the 
number of native residents at 
74,000. Morocco wanted to raise 
the number of potential voters by 
120,000 to include Moroccan set- 
tlers. 

Last week Polisario Front guer- 
rilla leader Mohammad Abdul 
Aziz said the front is prepared to 
make concessions on the number 
of people who could vote. 

But Morocco, 'which also 
claims the territory, must "take 
steps to unblock the situation,” 
Mr. Abdul Azia told the French 
newspaper Le Monde. 

“There could be a certain mar- 
gin of error ranging from one to 10 
per cent in the 1974 census,” he 
said. "But we cannot talk of a 
margin of error of 200 per cent.” 


poD at the expense of the ruling 
I And Party, said in a radio elec- 
tion pitch on Monday it alone 
could bring Israelis security. 

“This government is helpless. 
They cannot control this situa- 
tion," charged Binyamin Ben- 
Eliezer, a former general running 
in the Labour line-up. - 

The party, led by former army 
chief Yitzhak Rabin, sought to 
portray itself as the party of 
security and has emphasised Mr. 
Rabin's role in the 1967 Middle 
- East war. 

Defence Minister Moshe Arens 
ordered the Gaza Strip closed for 
three days from Sunday, prevent- 
ing travel between the area and 
Israel. 

Such measures have in the past 
been criticised by liberals. This 
time tiie action was widely sup- 
ported in what seemed to be an 
attempt by opposition parties to 
show they stood for security. 


in Pan Am 
bombing 

PARIS (R) — A Syrian named in 
a magazine report accusing Syria 
and Palestinian leader Ahmad 
Jibrfl of being behind the bomb- 
ing of Pan Am flight 103 has 
denied any role in the . incident. 

“The story in the magazine in 
my opinion is true. But they got 
the name wrong,” Monzer A! 
Khassar told French television 
channel TF-1 in an interview 
broadcast on Monday. 

Time magazine said last month 
that Mr. Khassar was .a drag 
dealer who bad helped Colonel 
JibriTs Syrian-backed Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Pales? 
tme^General Command plant the 
bomb which destroyed the plane 
in 1988 over Lockerbie in Scot- 
land. 

“I am certainly not involved 
All I can say from the iuforma- 
lion I got ... is that the DEA, 
(U.S. Drug Enforcement Agen- 
cy) and the Americans chose to 
accuse me to cover someone 
else," he said in the interview 
carried out at.his luxurious home 
in MarbeQa on Spain's Costa del 
Sol. 

. Mr. Khassar said he was an 
arms merchant and denied any 
illegal de alin gs. 

Time said he was a. drugs and 
arms dealer with connections to a 
rogue U.S. Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) unit which traf- 
ficked in arms and drags to gain 
access to extremist groups. 

"The DEA are itchy or some- 
thing. 1 think they are directly, 
involved in this case and they use 
my name to escape their responsi- 
bilities,” he said. 

The United States and Britain, 
have accused two Libyans of the 
bombing in which 270 people 
died and the U.N. Security Conn-; 
til has imposed sanctions on; 
Libya to force Tripoli to hand 
over the two suspeds. 
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GCC still sees defence 
role for Egypt, Syria 


RIYADH (R) - — The secretary- 
gerieral of 'the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) said on Monday 
tiiat Gulf Arab countries re- 
mained determined to implement 
tiie Damascus declaration giving 
Egypt and Syria a role in their 
defence. 

Abdullah Bishara told a news 
conference on the ,11th birthday 
of six-nation group that special 
teams from the GCC were still 
working up the ‘’mechanism of a 
common security," in the Gulf 
and a “unified Gulf army.” 

These proposals would be stu- 
died by the GCC, which groups 
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates, at its summit in 
Abu Dhabi next December. 

Mr. Bishara did not say if the 
GCC had agreed on a date for a 
meeting scheduled for this month 
with Egypt and Syria to imple- 
ment the “Damascus declara- 
tion" signed in March last year 
'after Western and Arab armies 
ejected Iraqi troops from Kuwait. 

“The meeting should take 
place and (be) well-prepared be- 
cause the Gulf countries are de- 
termined to implement this dec- 
laration.” he said. 

The pact envisaged the pre- 
sence of Syrian and Egyptian 
troops in Kuwait and pledged a 
S10 billion fund to help the two 
Arab allies. 

The GCC has scaled down the 
amount to $6 billion and is yet to 
decide on how to raise the money 
and on other details. 

Mr. Bishara said the GCC 
would not discuss with Iran the 
dispute over a small Gulf island 
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TOP. jointly by Iran and Shariah,' 
member of the UAE. \ 

“The UAE will handle tins, 
dispute within its experience and; 
it will not be put for discussion! 
between the GCC and Iran.” ; 

Iranian troops in March expel-! 
led about 60 workers who oper-i 
ated the power station, clinic and', 
police pest in a part of Abu Musa; 
island controlled by Sharjah; 
under a 1971 agreement signed! 
with Iran a month before the: 
formation of the UAE. i 

Suggestions that Iran preferred i 
to deal directly with Sharjah over: 
the dispute deepened suspicions! 
of its intentions on tiie Arab side; 
of the waterway that carries two- ■ 
thuds of the world’s oil exports. ; 

Mr. Bishara said relations be- ■ 
tween Iran and the GCC should ; 
be set on the “basis-, of good 
neighbourliness, n on-in terfer- i 
ence in others' internal affairs! 
and the b uilding of joint, in-; 
terests.” i 

I 

Mr. Bishara denied reports; 
which said Tehran was asking the 1 
GCC to finance a railway project : 
to link Iran -with the Muslim 
republics of Central Asia. 

He said Iran sought the help of { ' 
the Islamic Development Bank •; 
which would discuss Tehran’s re- 
quest next month as well as the ■’ 
project’s economic feasibility. 

Concerning a territorial dispute ; 
between B ahrain and Qatar, Mr. - 
Bishara said: “The GCC tries to 
solve all the issues within its own . 
structure and if it fails to solve 
them there are other legal means 
to follow.” 
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JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

T.l: 7 73111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 
1 8.-00 Le Monde cst a vous 

I WO News in French 

19:15 Intcrtrapwjuc 

IWO NcwsinHcbra« 

20£0 News in Arabic 

20-J0 Saved by the Bell 

21:10 Equinat 

22HI0 News in English 

22i20 Challenger 

PRAYER TIMES 

0*56 Fajr 

<15.28 (Sunrise) Doha 

ItiJJ Dhnbr 

IMS ’A st 

19J7 Maghreb 

21:09 Tsha 

CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church Swetflefa, 
Tel. 810740 

Araenhlles of God Chanh, TcL 

632785. 

S*. Joseph Chord) Td. 624590. 
Church of the Anrmnrtmta n Td. 
637440. 

Dc la Safe Chunk Tel. 661757 


Temaanta CWcfa Td: 622366 
Cboreh of the Annum! mUon Td. 

623541. 

Aarfeaa Church Td. 625383. Td. 
628543. 

Annedao CatboBe Cbarcb Tel. 
771331. 

Armcabti Orthodox anarch Td. 
775261. 

Sl EptaJm Church Td. 771751. 
Amman Inttmdond Chord) Tel. 
685326. 

Evaagdkd Latfaeran Church Td: 

811295. 

The Chaidi of Jams Christ of Latter* 
D*j Suits Tel. 823824. 654932. 
Ctant of the N ozar cnc Td. 675691. 

WEATHER 

BuO^suppIkdbyaKDepartment'of 

Meteorology . 

It will be hot and dry and winds will 
be southeasterly moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moderate and 
seas rough. 

MmJMax. temp. 

Ammon 17/33 

Aqaba 24 W 

Deserts 15 / 35 

Jordan Valley 21 139 


Yesterday’s high t em p er at ur es: Am- 
man 30, Aqaba 38. Humidity readings: 
Amman 22 percent. Aqaba 7 per cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Saiah Al Tissood 649028 

Dr. Ghazi Abu Sheikha 752405 

Dr. Kaycd Halayqa 793522 

Dr. Abdul OaderAI Late .696048 

Fins pharmacy 661912 

Fctdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nainwkh pharmacy 623672 

AlSalun pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcnam pharmacy 637660 

nunfe 

Dr. Mohammad Al Mansi (■ — ) 

AlSharaa’ pharmacy (275825) 

ZARQA; 

Dr. Ziyad Hawatmch (— ) 

Khaltfeh pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Comrol Centre 637111 

GvjJ Defence Department 6611 1 1 

Civil De f e n ce Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PuHkSeeontyDqntmflt .630521 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

ComplainK 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone lnfonnatkw 

(dinxiory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

AbdaJi Telephone Repairs .....661101 

Iordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 ] 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company — 636381 

RJ flips Information 08-53200 


Queen Aha Inti. AiiporL 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre ..... 813813/32 
Khafidi Maternity, J.Amn... 644281/6 
AkBcJi Maternity, J. Arnn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Sbmeisani 664171/4 

Shmefcam Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muaxhcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, AboaK 666127/37 

Al-AhK, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen 777101/3 

AJ-Bashir. J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

Anny, Marita 89I6IV15 

Queen Afia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZAKQA-- 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)963323 

Zatoa National Hospital .. (09)900560 

I bn $ina Hospital (09)986732 

AlHftau Modem Ho^ul (09)990990 

ntUO: 

PtinCqB Batata Hospital (02)275555 

Greek Catholic HosnuI (02)272275 

Ibo Al Nairn Hospoal ...... (QZJ247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hija Hotphal — , (03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

• 

QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) mfomaikm depart- 
ment at the Oucen ASu lotcmaaohal 
Airport Td. (08)532035. w here it 
shook! always be verified. 
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HfeW Jeddah (RJ) 
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17 M !”!”!”! Istanbul (RJ) 

l»3i .... New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

lMt Madrid. Rome (RJ) 

I9M Paris, Geneva (RJ) 

Uhl5 London, Brussels (RJ) 

19&S ..... Frankfurt, Vienna (RJ) 

2M8 Jeddah (RJ) 

22s45 Aqaba (RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

2“ Karachi (PK) 

- Sanaa (fY) 

252 Paris. Damascus (AF) 

a ^ 5 Damascus (PK) 

departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 

(Terminal l) 

Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 

Istanbul IRI) 

.... Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

52 offliiu) 

New Delhi (RJ 

52 rj 


OHmr Rights (Terminal 2) 


Jeddah(S 
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Karachi (P 
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l«HQ n 
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Marrow fssnaB) ........ 

Onion (fey) 
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Btes 


M*» .... 

09:15 
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1230 


...... Damascus (W 
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Pepper (sweet) 

Potato l. 

Radish 

Say ... n| 

Tomato 


. 500 / 450 
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. 240/200 
.. 320/250 

— 70/30 
.. 170/120 
. ; 230/ 180 
.... 80/40 
. 150/-100 
.. 160/70 
. 360 / 300 
. 530 / 450 
-'100*50.' 
. 1707120 

- 140/80 
..ISfl/MO 
: 380/250 
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.. 330T280 
,220/180 
. 220/170- 
. 240/200 
130 / 100 
, 170*100 
, 270/180 
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Visitors to occupied lands 
required to register names 


AMMAN — As of the end of 
May;, citizens from Jordan m»ir. 
ing visits to the occupied West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip should 
register then names at a number 
of police centres which organise 
the process of travel across the 
King Hussein Brigs, according to 
an official announcement by. the 
Public .Security Department 
XPSD) in Amman Tuesday. 

The announcement said that 
registration for die crossing on 
June 1 starts on May 31 and the 
process of registration between 
May 31 and June 4 begins at 11 
’a.m- until 4 p.m. however after 
June 4, registration commences at at 
7:30 a.m. 

Those beading for Jerusalem 
'and Hebron can register their 
names at Arwa Bint AJ Harith 
Girls School in Jabal Amman; 
those going to Gaza can register 
at the Israa Girls School near the 


Physical Educational College, 
close to the Sports City, while 
those going to Nablus can register 
at Yaqoub Hasbem Boys School 
tt Tijan north-west of the Sports 
City, according to the PSD 
announcement. The announce- 
ment also said that the PSD plans 
to open other registration centres 
at the police departments of 
Irbid, Zarqa and Balqa at a later 
date. 

For those with annual permits 
going back to the occupied terri- 
tories, the PSD said they should 
produce an identity card or pass- 
port while those visitors should 
obtain temporary passports. 

The PSD resorts to the reg- 
istration procedure each summer 
in view of the huge number of 
travellers during the holidays 
wishing to visit relatives in the 
occupied territories. 



Pilgrims «b flue way to Mecca and Medina Tuesday listen to a 
speech by Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Sheikh Izzeddin 
A1 K ha ti ih A! Tamhni (Petra photo) 

Pilgrimage serves as tool 
for unifying Arabs, Muslims 
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Journalist on hunger strike 
protests government censorship 


AMMAN. (AP) — A Jo rdanian 
journalist who wrote articles cri- 
tical of PLO chief Yasser Arafat 
and other Arab leaders began a 
hunger strike; Tuesday to protest 
government- remnrsbjp . 

Jamal Alawi, editor-in-chief of 
the AJ Watan weekly, claimed 
the Ministry of Information stop- 
ped or delayed eight out of U 
issues of his newspaper- 
Mr. Alawi accused the ministry 
of “suppressing daring views and 
fighting tiie freedom of press, 
expression and opinion.” 

Issa Jahmani, .director of the 
ministry’s Press and Publication 
Department, responded that Mr. 
Alawi has no licence to print his 
paper m Jordan and prints it in 


The Press and Publication Law 
stipulates that newspapers 
printed abroad are subject to 


censorship. 

The eight issues in question 
“contained dear violations” of 
the law, Mr. J ahmani said. 

“The issues carried articles dis- 
paraging and slandering some 
leaders of friendly and brotherly 
Arab states,” he said, including 
one that described the Palestine 
-Liberation Organisation leader as 
“a crook.”- 

“This is a violation of Jordan's 
consistent policy of prohibiting 
any form of personal libel against 
any leader of foreign or Arab 
friendly countries,” Mr. Jahmani 
said. 

Mr. Alawi, whose 3-month-old 
paper claims a circulation of 
15,000, positioned himself in the 
Press Association budding and 
said he would remain there and 
refuse to eat until the Informa- 
tion Ministry relented. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs Sheikh Izzed- 
din AJ Khacib AJ Tamimi said 
Tuesday that Jordan was exerting 
its efforts to- re-establish unity 
among the Arab and Islamic 
ranks and is undertaking this 
mission as a religious and nation- 
al task. 

The annual pilgrimage to Mec- 
ca and Medina serves as an 
opportune occasion for unifying 
the Arabs and Muslims and res- 
toring their solidarity, said the 
minister at a ceremony held at 
Yadudsh, south of here, to bid 
farewell to a group of Muslims 
heading for the holy places to 
perform this year's pilgrimage. 

Deputising for His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan, 
Sheikh Tamimi said the Jorda- 
nian government was keen on 
providing security and decent life 
for the Jordanian people, enabl- 
ing them to perform their religious 
duties and assume other responsi- 
bilities in various fields in an 
atmosphere of freedom, affec- 
tion. amity and cooperation 
among all. 

The group came from the 
Palestinian land occupied by 
Israel in the 1948 war. 

. The minister urged the pilgrims 
to serve as ambassadors for Jor- 


dan at the holy places, doing 
gpod in every way and calling for 
unity among Muslims. 

He thanked His Majesty King 
Hussein for his directives on pro- 
viding all means of convenience 
to the . pilgrims, passing through 
Jordanian territory on their way 
to Mecca. He also voiced appre- 
ciation to the Saudi authorities 
for facilitating the pilgrims' trip. 

The pilgrimage by people from 
the occupied Arab territories and 
from Jordan is being organised 
through the Ministry of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs which under- 
takes the task of engaging trans- 
port companies to transport the 
pilgrims to and from the holy sites 
and their accommodation at 
Medina and Mecca, plus it pro- 
vides medical missions for medic- 
al services to the pilgrims. 

On the way to the holy places, 
the pilgrims arriving here from 
the occupied territories are nor- 
mally housed at a pilgrims city in 
the Jordan Valley, while those 
arriving here from Syria, Leba- 
non and Turkey are housed at 
another pilgrims city near the 
northern city of Ramtha. 

Altogether, nearly 17,000 
citizens from Jordan and the 
occupied Arab lands are expected 
to perform this year's pilgrimage 
to Mecca. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 
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President opens military exhibit 

AMMAN (Petra) — On the occasion of Jordan’s independence 
anniversary and Army Day, University of Jordan President Fawzi 
Gbaraibeh opened Tuesday atxbe university a military exhibition 
organised in cooperation with. the. Fourth -Royal Mechanised 
Division. The exhibition includes various weapons and equipment 
.used by the Aimed Forces. riEJr. Gbaraibeh also opened at the 
exhibition a special pavilion of the Morale Guidance Department. 
The pavilion includes photos depicting visits by His Majesty King 
Hussein, the supreme commander of tiie Armed Forces to various 
army units and formations and some posters about the Great 
V ‘Arab Revolt. 

it Yoth minister visits sports club youth 

; AMMAN (Petra) — Youth Minister Saleh Iisheidat Tuesday 
visited A1 Jweidah Sports Club, where be was briefed by its 
• officials on Che needs of Che dub. Dr. Zrsbeidat expressed the 
ministry’s readiness to increase the ministry’s support for the dub 
and allocating a piece of land for it The minister opened ax the 
dub a photography exhibition organised in cooperation with die 
Armed Forces on the occasion of Independence Day. 

Minister receives French ambassador 

AMMAN (Petra) — Industry and Trade Minister Abdullah 
Ensour received Tuesday French Ambassador to Jordan Denis 
Baucfaard. The meeting discussed scopes of cooperation between 
Jordan and France in economic and commercial fields. 

Parliament, Bulgarians discuss relations 

AMMAN (Petra) — The chairman and members of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee at the Lower House of Parliament Tuesday 
met with a Bulgarian partiamentary delegation currently on a visit 
to Jordan. The meeting discussed scopes of cooperation between 
Jordan and Bulgaria in ec on omic, commercial and touristic fields. 
The two sides agreed to set up working groups to define the 
framework of bilateral cooperation. 

Omani minister visits Jordan 

AMMAN (Petra) — Omani Minister of Justice, Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs Hmoud Ben Abdullah A1 Harithi wfll arrive in 
Amman today (m a three-day visit to Jordan. Mr. Harithi wiQ 
meet with Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Tzzeddm A1 
Khatib AJ Tamimi and several Jordanian officials for talks on 
ways of enhancing Joidanian-Omam relations in various fields, 
particularly in religions affairs. 

Chinese delegation visits industrial city 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Chinese Ministry of Energy delegation, 
which is cu r rently in Jordan, Tuesday visited Amman Industrial 
City in Sahab and was briefed by its Director General Fayez 
Suheimat on tire facilities and incentives the city offers to 
Jordanian industries. The delegation visited several electric 
equipment manufacturing companies at the city and commended 
the Hi gh level attained by these industries. The Amman Industrial 
CSty includes about 240 industrial projects, employing about 7,000 
Jordanian workers. 


Writers organise festival 

AMMAN (Petra) — On the occasion of Independence Day, the 
Jordanian Writers Federation will organise a cultural festival 
today in A1 Karak Govern orate, Secretary-General of the 
federation Abdul Faitak Hiyasat said Tuesday. Mr. Hiyasat said 
the festival which will be held at Hazaa A Majali Hall in the city of 
Karak, will include poetry recitals and addresses hi g hli g hting the 
achievements of Jordan under the leadership of His Majesty' King 
Hussein. The federation organised similar festival Monday in 
Amman in cooperation with the Arab Youth Forum. 

University opens anniversary festival 

AMMAN (Petra) — Under the patronage of Her Majesty Queen 
Noor, Yarmouk University's Fine Arts Department will today 
open a festival to mark its 10th anniversary. The festival will 
indude exhibitions of internal designs, graphics, knit-wear, 
photography, sculpture and woodworks, as well as musical and. 
theatrical shows. 

Cooperatives office begins wheat harvest 

NORTHERN SHUNEH (Petra) — The Northern Jordan Valley 
Region Cooperatives Office Tuesday started harvesting wheats 
planted over 1,500 dunums of land included in a project which 
aims to increase the production of improved seeds. The project, 
which benefits 18 fanners, is supervised by the Jordan Coopera- 
tion Organisation (JCO) which provides the needed harvest 
equipment, insecticides and counseling. The office director, 
Abdullah A! Salman, said that each dunum produces 250 to 400 
kilogrammes of wheat. Under the terms of the project, the JCO 
wifi sell improved seeds to farmers at the rate of JD 140 per tonne 
and wfll buy their production at the rale of JD 175 per tonne. 


I WHAT’S GOING ON 


☆ Exhibition of pointings by five Mafayshra artists at' the 
National Gallery of Fine Arts, Jabal Lnwdbdeb. 

■fr Exhibition of paintings by Ali Taleb and Raff Nasiri at Abthd 
Ebuneed Shaman Foundation Gallery *— (10 a.m. - 5 p.m.). 

A- Rrjri hftion of paintings by Iraqi artist Abdnl Jabbar Salman at 
Afia Art Gallery. 

A- K ifrihifinn nf watercolours hy Jordanian artist Lafla A1 Bustami 
at the Royal Critavd Ceatre. 

Hr Exhibition of paintings by the Nazareth School students at the 
French Cultural Centre. 


☆ Video film entitled “Cromwell” at the British Council — 7 

PJIL 



BAUSCH & LOMB LENSES — Bwnsch & Lomb, the 
world's leading eye care specialists, present a new generation in 
coated lenses, optima Soft Lenses. You can choose from a range of 
distinctive shades to subtly enhance your own eye Cohns' or to 
make a dramatic change (natural, hazel brown, light green, green, 
blue and grey). Discover your new look with Bansdi & Lomb 
(Optima Colour Lenses. AsIc your eye care professional for Rausch 
A Lomb Optima Colour Lenses Toddy. 


UNESCO to consult with Jordan 
on any restoration of holy places 


AMMAN (J.T.) — UNESCO, 
the United Nations Educational 
Scientific and Cultural Organisa- 
tion,* Tuesday reaffirmed Jordan 
that it will refrain from taking any 
action with regard to the holy 
places in Jerusalem without prior 
consultations or coordination 
with the Jordanian government 
and obtaining its approval. 

The message was conveyed to 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Education Thouqan 
A1 Hindawi by UNESCO Re- 
gional Director Dr. Abdul Qader 
AJ A trash. 

In discussing the question of 
restoring the Dome of the Rock 
and the A1 Aqsa Mosque in the 
holy city. Dr. A trash told Mr. 
Hindawi that be was instructed by 
UNESCO Director in Paris 
Federico Mayor to say that the 
organisation would not contem- 
plate any restoration action with- 
out approval by the Jordanian 
government, the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, reported. The 


agency said that Dr. Atrash 
praised Jordan's stand with re- 
gard to the preservation of the 
holy and cultural heritage in the 
occupied territories and its total 
commitment to pursue efforts to- 
wards the restoration of the holy 
shrines. 

Jordan last week told UN- 
ESCO that plans or projects re- 
lated to or affecting ihe holy 
places should only be conducted 
through the Jordanian govern- 
ment and its responsible agencies 
which are the sole authority en- 
trusted with such activities. The 
message was conveyed to UN- 
ESCO through Mr. Hindawi who 
referred to the restoration of the 
Dome of the Rock as Jordan's 
sole responsibility. 

In manifestation of his commit- 
ment to and concern over the 
holy places and the danger thre- 
atening their structure. His 
Majesty, King Hussein had ear- 
lier announced the allocated of 
S8.249.000 as a persona] donation 


towards this vital project. 

At the same time, Information 
Minister Mahmoud A1 Sharif told 
a press conference here that Jor- 
dan rejects any international in- 
volvement in the restoration of 
Islamic shrines in Jerusalem and 
will not let anyone circumvent the 
Kingdom's role as custodian of 
the holy sites there. 

For his part, Mr. Hindawi told 
Dr. Atrash that Jordan, under 
the Hashemite leadership, will 
never shrink its responsibility or 
duty towards the restoration of 
one of Tslam's holiest shrines as 
well as the other Islamic and 
Christian holy places in the holy 
city. He referred to the King’s 
offer to restore the Dome of the 
Rock, noting that the King’s 
move was strongly supported and 
backed by the people of (he 
occupied Arab territories as well 
as the Jordanian population as 
the project aims to safeguard the 
holy shrines. 

In this vein, a national commit- 


tee has been formed in Jordan in 
order to rally support for the 
Kingdom's endeavour. In its mes- 
sage to UNESCO last week. Jor- 
dan said that Dome of the Rock 
and A! Aqsa Mosque arc consi- 
dered Arab Islamic and human 
heritage that have been cared for 
by Jordan through a special com- 
mittee set up in 1954 and that the 
Kingdom has been caring for the 
holy sites over the past five de- 
cades. 

It said that the Jordanian gov- 
ernment, being legally responsi- 
ble for the holy places, believes 
any ideas, plans, projects, acts or 
initiatives related to these places 
should be conducted through the 
Jordanian government and its re- 
levant responsible agencies. 

At the meeting between Mr. 
Hindawi and Dr. Atrash. matters 
related to cooperation between 
UNESCO and Jordan in educa- 
tional matters were also discus- 
sed. 


Symposium discusses broadcast news technology 


AMMAN (Petra) — Information 
Minister Mahmoud Al Sharif 
Tuesday opened a symposium on 
the impact of new technologies in 
broadcasting news noting that 
apart from technology advances, 
democracy in Jordan has helped 
to promote the work of radio and 
television. 

Despite its limited resources, 
the Radio and Television Cor- 
poration has succeeded iu coping 
with the requirements of tech- 
nological developments at all 
levels with regard to news cover- 
age, said the minis ter in opening 
me seminar held at Ann Hotel 
in Amman. 

He noted that the resumption 
of democratic life in the Kingdom 
has granted the Radio and Televi- 
sion Corporation further boosting 
and more freedom to operate and 
to reflect the views of various 
political currents on domestic and 


foreign issues alike. This free- 
dom, said the minister, has dear- 
ly manifested itself in the news 
broadcasts on radio and televi- 
sion. 

“In the first half of the 20th 
century, communications tech- 
nology witnessed vast strides, 
thanks to the employment of 
various advanced equipment that 
revolutionised the process of 
communications around the 
world,” said Mr. Sharif. He said 
that the employment of satellites 
has shortened distances among 
the five continents and brought 
information and news about the 
world to the doorsteps of all 
vieweres and radio listeners. 

Referring to the reception 
through satellite dishes and its 
impact on the third world, the 
minister said that reception of 
this nature can entail real threat 
to national cultures despite the 



SCHOOL PRESENTS CHEQUE TO INSTITUTE — 

The children of the New English School in Amman has mude a 
collection of JD 400 and presented the gift to the Holy Land 
Institute for the deaf of Salt. The New Eugfig fa School children 
are also planning to participate in a sponsored swim at the 
Sports City hi Amman on May 29, and wfll present the 
proceeds to a sports centre at Salt ChHdren's SchooL Brother 
Andrew, head of the Holy Land Institute for the Deaf in Salt, 
was present when Elizabeth Miraaz from the New School 
presented the cheque to Laima from the institute. The Holy 
Land Institute for the Deaf, the first of its kind in Jordan, was 
opened by His Mqjesty King Hussein in 1964. From its modest 
be ginning with two teachers and 36 chi ldren, it has now grown 
into a wefl established school with a maximum of 81 boarding 
children under its care. Most of the children, who come from a 
variety of backgrounds, live together with a party of the staff 
as a large famfly at the tuslitate. The institute' provides 
vocational training courses for the handicapped children. It 
also provides special courses to help the children to speak by 
applying the “oral approach'* technique in education, flms 
helping them in developing a communicative skill. 



AJ j*. 

Jordan University for Women (JUW) is offering a summer 
intensive course in: 


for non-Arabic speaking females. Classes begin on 
4/7/1992 and last for a period of 6 weeks. The course 
includes: 

Arabic writing and sound "systems 
Basic vocabulary 

Basic grammatical structures (morphology and syntax) 
For further information, please contact: 




Jordan University for Women 
P.O.Box 961343 ' 

Amman - Jordan 
Fax: 715570 

Tel.: 715558 / 715431. / 715982-85 
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Information Minister Mahmoud Al Sharif Tuesday opens a 
symposium on the impact of new technologies in broadrasting news 
(Petra photo) 


fact that it would introduce other 
world cultures to the viewers. 

The three-day seminar was 
organised by the Arab Broadcast- 
ing Union (ABU) in cooperation 
with the Jordan Radio and Tele- 
vision Corporation Friedrich 
Stieftung Corporation of Ger- 


many. Addressing the opening 
session was corporation Director 
Radi Alkbas who underlined the 
importance of the topics at the 
seminar which, he said, tackled 
the advances witnessed in the 
radio and television fields over 
the past few years. 


Jordan’s airports witness 
decline in revenues 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordanian 
airports last year transported 
455,245 evacuees fleeing the Gulf 
zone to Jordan on their way 
home, but the total numBer of 
passengers coming through 
Jordanian airports was 1,034,143, 
according to Civil Aviation Au- 
thority (CAA) Director General 
Ahmad Jweiber. 

Goods of various types handled 
by Jordanian airports at Aqaba, 
Amman and the Queen Alia in- 
ternational airports amounted to 
62,376 tonnes in 1991 transported 
through 12,002 aircraft flights, 
Mr. Jweiber noted in a general 
report about the performance of 
Jordanian airports in 1991. 

But generally, 1991 witnessed a 
decline in revenues collected in 
terms of fees for landing and 
other services at Jordanian air- 
ports mainly due to the Gulf crisis 
which saw a temporary halt to air 
transport operations m the Mid- 
dle East region, induding Jordan, 
noted Mr. Jweiber. 

He said that last year's re- 
venues from such fees amounted 
to JD 4,733,99, compared with 
JD 7,710,444 in 1990. 

Aqaba Airport was opened for 
air traffic 20 years ago on Inde- 
pendence Day anniversary while 
the Queen Alia International 
Airport has been in operation 
since Independence Day of 1983, 
noted Mr. Jweiber. 

In outlining the various activi- 
ties of the Amman Airport, the 
Queen Alia Internationa] Airport 


and the Aqaba International Air- 
port. Mr. Jweiber said that the 
CAA has constantly been impro- 
ving the fadlities for air transport " 
.through the efforts of its staff and ; 
in cooperation with international 
organisations on air transport 
Referring to the Aqaba Airport, " 
he said that it assumes a signifi- 
cant air and ground communica- 
tions link at the Gulf of Aqaba. 

In 1987, he said, advanced " 
communications equipment was . 
installed at the Aqaba Airport, 
enabling it to provide better ser- 
vice to the incoming and outgoing - 
planes from all directions. Refer- 
ring to the Queen Alia Interna- 
tional Airport, Mr. Jweiber said 
that the CAA last year spent JD . 
1.065 million on improving the ' 
facilities of the airport through - 
installing new advanced aviation ■ 
systems and new electric power . 
generators, among other pro- 
jects. 

Mr. Jweiber said that the CAA 
is currently involved in preparing ' 
for a constant dvii aviation ex- 
hibition in Jordan, displaying va- 
rious aspects of civil aviation 
through a spedalised library with 
books, publications and maga- 
zines on dvii aviation, focusing 
on development in Jordan. He 
said that the CAA will be helped 
in this project by Royal Jordanian 
(RJ) the national airline, the 
Arab Wings, the Royal Jordanian 
Civil Aviation* Academy, the 
Royal Falcons and the Royal 
Gliding Club. 
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Violence serves Shamir? 


THERE SEEMS to be an easy explanation for the new 
round of violence that has been gripping the occupied 
Palestinian territor ies and southern Lebanon in the last 
several days: Yitzhak Shamir and his Likud bloc need it for 
the upcoming Israeli general elections in a bid to defeat 
Labour leader Yitzhak Rabin and his party. Obviously 
S hamir is betting on the assessment that his people's 
sentiment is for being tough with the Arabs, whether in the 
West Bank and Gaza or Lebanon, and uncompromising 
over Israeli “security." In furtherance of that perspective, 
the Israeli prime minister is busy escalating his govern- 
ment's crackdown on the Palestinians under occupation as 
well as against the Lebanese people in southern Lebanon. 
Capitalising on the same sentiment, Rabin also H sabre 
rattfing and promising even tougher posture a pmd the 
Palestinians. 

Late spring and early summer is usually the season when 
the despairing Palestinians take to the streets in larger 
number to express their f r ustr ation, particularly this time 
with the snail-paced negotiations between Israel and the 
various Arab parties on eventual peace terms between them. 
This, in addition to the fact that both the bilateral and 
multilateral peace talks are effectively frozen till the 
outcomes of the Israeli elections and the U.S. presidential 
contest are determined, is a state of affairs that calls for 
solutions not inaction or violence. In order to Hianwel 
temperaments positively rather than collide bead on, the 
Israeli occupying forces should cease and desist from 
deploying their infam ous death squads to murder suspected 
Palestinian nationalists. They should also end their systema- 
tic use of torture tactics against Palestinian prisoners, 
something that has drawn strong criticism from both the 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and 
Amnesty International (AT)- Likewise, Israel must be 
persuaded to stop disrupting and undermining the stability 
that was painstakingly gained in Lebanon in the past few 
months by attacking and raiding southern Lebanon every so 
often. 

Over and above these immediate concerns is the Israeli 
tone on the peace prospects in the Middle East. As long as 
the Likud-dominated government in Israel keeps on ruling 
out any meaningful compromises with the Palestinians and 
the other Arab parties to tbe peace process, the Arabs under 
occupation can only feel despair and in turn channel their 
emotions into more resistance and violence. 

Tbe international community spearheaded by the perma- 
'toent members of the U.N. Security Council are dotyboond 
to create a dimate in the region that is conducive to the 
search for peace. By remaining seized with the situation in 
the occupied territories at all critical times, the conned 
would be sending urgently needed signals that the eyes of tbe 
world are constantly on the events taking place there. There 
is no justification for the Security Council to remain aloof 
from the cycle of violence in the Middle East until one of tbe 
parties lodges a complaint to H. An immediate reaction by 
tbe president of the council is the least that parties to tbe 
Arab-Isradi conflict would expect under the prevailing 
circumstances. The destructive violence may have a chance 
to subside if tbe United Nations system takes itself more 
seriously, now and whenever there is need in tbe future. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL Dll STOUR commented Tuesday on Israel's escalation of 
aggression in Southern Lebanon, noting that the current military 
adventure is creating a very serious situation at the regional and 
the international levels. The daily said that at the same time tbe 
Israeli leaders are maintaining their campaigns of direct threats 
levelled against Syria and Lebanon with the dear aim of 
aggravating tension and paving the ground for an all-out Israeli 
war on the Arabs in a bid to secure more land. The paper said that 
the Shamir government is escalating this campaign to coincide 
with the Likud Party’s election campaign to make more gains for 
the extremists and the right wing parties in Israel which rail for 
continued Jewish settlement in Arab lands. The problems which 
the Likud are now facing inside Israel are being reflected in the 
form of acts of aggression on Lebanon and perhaps on Syria, and 
these might continue regardless of regional and international 
tensions they are causing as tong as they serve Israel’s purpose, 
said the daily, it said that what Israel is doing now is very 
dangerous and could endanger world peace and cause the total 
collapse of the Arab-Israeli peace negotiations. 


A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily discussed tbe ever 
increasing Tees imposed by private schools on the students at tbe 
beginning of each new scholastic year, urging the Ministry of 
Education to take promot measures to deal with this situation. 
More and more parents, have been complaining about tbe 
exorbitant fees at the private schools which justify the increase by 
claiming that the educational process costs a great deal nowadays, 
and the administrations to increase the fees, said Nazih. Tbe 
writer said each yc:.r when the parents try to register their 
children they are confronted by at least a 10 per cent increase in 
the fees and hear the same excuses given them by the school 
administrations; the parents can do nothing about this situation 
except complain to the Ministry of Education which has so far 
done nothing to put things right. ‘The ministry has said that it lacks 
appropriate legislations and laws to impose i is rule and fix the fees 
rates, which means that the private schools will continue to 
impose increases in the fees at will, without being questioned, said 
the writer. He said that the justifications and excuses given by the 
school administrations are not convincing, and many are led to 
believe that the increases are meant to increase the income of the 
school owners. Now that the ministry realises that the private 
schools practices are going too far, it remains for this ministry to 
have regulations and laws enacted to deal with this awkard 
situation, the writer demanded. He said that tbe Ministry of 
Education should be empowered to fix the fees at various private 
schools and come to the help of the parents who have been at the 
mercy of the school administrations foT so long. 


Economic Forum 


By Dr. Abdalla MaDd 


Growth, inflation and adjustment programmes 


Our impression is that the Jordanian economy will fare pretty well on 
the front of economic growth this year. This has so much to*do with 
die natural pulse of our economy and is completely independent of 
the so-called economic adjustment programme. 


The flow of foreign aid. that is transfers, is one main factor 
contributing to this optimism. These transfers do not form a part of 
our national income or gross domestic product (GDP) but they 
invigorate the economy through their consumption and saving impact 
and thus contribute indirectly to economic growth. Foreign aid is 
linked with the political importance of Jordan, which is on the rise, 
and therefore that aid is here to stay. 

The ongoing housing and construction boom is another positive 
factor. It is sucking workers from a labour .market plagued with 
alarmingly high unemployment rates and thus creating new wages 
and salaries which contribute directly to the GDP. The new boasing, 
units which have been or will be completed in the course of this year, 
will be rented instantly and thus create another category of value 
added, namely rents which form an integral part of national income. 
The present fluxTy of bousing activity is expected to continue because 
it will not be deterred by the credit squeeze. It is not only that 
housing activity is not normally tied to commercial bank credit, but it 
is also believed that the present housing boom will, if necessary, be 
financed from deposits which are kept abroad and at home. 


A certain category of Jordanians who returned from Kuwait and 
other Gulf states have started their own businesses this year. The 
totality of tbe product of these businesses is an addition to GDP and 
thus forms part of its growth. Next year only the increase in their 
product will be counted as part of the growth of GDP. Some sort of 
an arithmetic trick is involved here whereby 1992 GDP will be 
compared with the low base of 1991 and thus will produce a healthy 
growth rate this year. But this arithmetic advantage will disappear in 
1993. ft a growth bottleneck is to develop, it will show in 1993 not this 
year. 


But we are talking about real growth rates. The IMF-sponsored 
economic adjustment programme is replete with inflationary poten- 
tials to the extent that seriously jeopardises real growth prospects. 

The inflationary pressure arise from the insistence of die adjust- 
ment programme on tbe eleminatkm of the budget deficit. Because 
public expenditures are actually not compressible any more, the fiscal 
gap has to be closed through higher levels of public revenues which 
can be achieved only by means of propping up fees and tax rates. 
Subsidies on basic consumption goods and petroleum products must 
also be phased out. These measures are fanning the flames of 
inflation. 


Inflation distorts the economy and destabilises economic activity as 
die ensuing uncertainty hampers the conduction of transactions 


beyond the very short run. 

High prices undermine the pur chasing power of die almost 
stationary incomes to the extend tht it sparks demand for wage 
increases. If wage raises are not given, tbe steam wfl] build up in tbe 
social pot. The wider recourse to industrial action over the past few 
months is no coincidence. If these raises are granted, consumption 
will surge. In a situation where the economic adjustment programme 
decrees liberal import policy, higher consumption entices more 
imports, which in turn depress economic growth. ■ 

The government is the biggest spender so when prices soar, public 
expenditures climb up as well and thus serve to widen tbe budget 
deficit. In this sense, taxes and fees l ea d i n g to inflation are 
self-defeating; this is one of die most neglected facts in Jordan. 

Everywhere, economic adjustment programmes inaugurate an era 
of high-rate inflation in developing countries. While advanced 
countries maintain price increases within a bracket of 1-7 per cent, 
developing countries suffer inflation .rates of more than 10 per cent 
per annum. The result is that exports of developing countries wiB 
perpetually loose the price edge even in their national markets and 
the exports of advanced countries will maintain tbe upper hand for 
ages to come. 

On the growth level, the adjustment programme will make it this 
yean next year is a very different issue. On all' counts, the danger is 
that growth gains may be dumped in the inflationary yard. ■ 
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Third World is unhappy about IMF aid to CIS 
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By Hans Martin K5Ue 


WHICH category of countries is 
suffering the worst distress today, 
the Second World, as the former 
Soviet Union and the East Bloc 
states were called, or the Third 
World? Russia's problems tower 
above everything else if a glance 
is given to the results of the spring 
conference of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and the 
World Bank which took place at 
the beginning of May in Washing- 
ton. The G-7 group of industrial- 
ised nations agreed to offer Mos- 
cow enormous financial aid to the 
tune of $24bn. This hit the head- 
lines and the countries of the 
Third World felt neglected. They 
could only appeal to the donor 
countries that aid to Russia 
should not be given at the ex- 
pense of the developing coun- 
tries. 

But conditions have been ap- 
plied to this aid. Moscow must 
provide evidence that the conver- 
sion of the economy goes ahead 
as planned. The cutbacks from 
his reforms, which President 
Boris Yeltsin has already had to 
make to the Congress of People's 
Deputies, were regarded by the 
Seven as dubious, because they 
endangered the objective of sta- 
bilising the economy. Mr. .Yelt- 
sin’s vice-premier and chief assis- 
tant in these reforms, Yegor 
Gaidar, hurried to Washington 
and he was able to assure the 
members of G-7 that the r e fo rm s 
would be maintained. 

Nevertheless, the G-7 mem- 
bers insisted on listing what Rus- 
sia had to undertake to quality for 
aid from the West: the national 
budget bad to be reduced, the 
state had to cease dabbling in the 


economy, inflation had to be 
fought by a reduction in the 
growth of the money supply, pri- 
vatisation legislation had to be 
enacted, agriculture and energy 
sectors had to be reformed and an 
exchange rate system geared to 
the market economy had to be 
introduced. 


* * No reasonable ' person 
would doubt that arduously 
and consistently pressing 
ahead with economic re- 
forms would ultimately be 
more important for success 
than .any kind of extensive 
financial aid.” 


This is all very right and neces-. 
saiy, but just a bit steep if such a 
list is presented from the outside. 
It is not surprising, then, that 
nationalist voices were raised in 
Moscow, which were critical of 
the Western offer to help. If the 
effort to reform is no longer 
regarded as the result of then- 
own intention but as a condition 
imposed from outside, there is 
the danger that the conversion of 
tbe economy null foil. 

No reasonable person wpuld 
doubt that arduously and consis- 
tently pressing ahead with econo- 
mic reforms would ultimately be 
more important for success than 
any kind of extensive financial 
aid. This applies not only to 
Russia but equally to the other 
CIS states. With the exception of 
Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan all 
the CIS countries have all be- 
come new members of the HVIF 
and the World Bank. No-one 
knows how many packages of 


financial aid running into billions 
will be wrapped up for them. It 
should be pointed out, however, 
that the other CIS states are in a 
far worse economic situation than 
Russia. 

But most of the developing 
countries are in the worst possible 
situation imaginable. Yet not 
much was said in Washington 
about tbeir distress. Just a few 
days before the conference in 
Washington began the United 
Nations Development Program- 
me published an alarming report. 
Human Development Report 
1992. According to this document 
the gap between the rich and 
poor countries has become much 
greater over the past 30 years 
despite development aid. Tbe in- 
come of the richest fifth of the 
world's population was 60 times 
greater than the poorest fifth: in 
1960 it was “only” 30 times grea- 
ter. 
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It goes without saying that this 
report again makes the old de- 
mands for more money for the 
Third World. But the demands 
are made in an astonishingly 
different tone. The report Slates, • 
for instance, that “The. real L 
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pioned the interests of the Third 
World- ..', .. 

This., brings us ■ back- to the 


causes of poverty and hum^n matter ..of; internal economic re- 
deprivation have their roots-deeb a forms and- financial assistance 


in the politics of the Third World 
countries themselves. Tbe world 
as a whole should not be used as 
an alibi for their own dormancy. 
World reforms can be of little use 
as a replacement for reforms in 
their own countries.” Mahbub ut 
Haq.former Finance Minister in 
Pakistan, was responsible for 
drawing up this report. The 
points of view expressed in it are 
noteworthy coming from a man 
who has unqusstioningly cham- 


from the outside. The most satis- 
factory results are achieved when 
the two are harmoniously com- 
bined, look at Korea, look at 
Mexico. There can be distress 
with any assistance if consistent 
reforms are placed under extreme 
strains. The other way round 
there is never any success. If only 
money is pumped into a country 
and the economy Is not reformed, 
then nothing comes of it, just 
look at Africa. Experience of this 


sort is well-known and has been- ment aid. 
well documented: hopefully Ras- " ,r!U rhe delegates to the Washjng- 
sia and the other CIS states will ton conference did' 1 not 'waste 
team from tins. «fcbrds about this, sacHy.-Wbat is 

■ Does this mean that the rich -iwen sadder is' that at the final 
con tries are acquitted of -all re- Gatt meeting in June the negptia- 
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spoQsibflity for the countries of 
tbe Second and Third World? In 
no way. Hie industrialised coun- 
tries have caused the most harm 
because they have shut off their 
markets to the products of the 
developing countries and the na- 
tions in eastern Europe. Exports 
from tbe Third World are les- 
sened by about one hundred bil- 
lion dollars annually because of 
this, twice as much as develop- 


tions look as if they wifl come to 
grief after any number ot 
at temp ts to bring them to a suc- 
cessful conclusion. If it comes to 
this so much harm will be done 
that it would be a waste of time 
organising economic conferences 
in the future, incuding tbe world 
economic conference scheduled 
for the end of July, to be gran- 
diosely stage-managed in Munich 
— Rheinischer Merkur. 


Russia’s ‘secret weapon’ 


to regain superpower rank — Siberia 
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By Janies Flannery 
Reuter 

VLADIVOSTOK — Russia still 
has a “secret weapon" that could 
make Moscow a superpower 
capital again — the vast economic 
potential of Siberia, one of the 
world's last great wildernesses. 

Siberia means “sleeping land" 
in the language of one of its many 
indigenous ethnic groups. It is a 
territory of staggering superla- 
tives — so big. as one writer says, 
that it could easily contain the 
United States, with room left for 
most of Europe. 

Siberia and the neighbouring 
Russian far east span much of the 
northern hemisphere and lie wait- 
ing for a huge transformation, 
perhaps the 21st century’s first 
pioneer task. 

To travel thousands of 
kilometres for 11 days through 
the eastern regions is to see signs 
that a slumbering giant may be 
stirring to life. 

It's full of continental diversity, 
vigour and a sense of fun you'd 
hardly expect from old images — 
you can travel indefinitely with- 
out ever seeing a salt mine. 

There's a spirit of adventure 
among easterners, on average 
younger and more adaptable than 
their Russian compatriots else- 
where. that evokes the 19th cen- 
tury American frontier. 

The old Siberia no longer ex- 
ists, except in the grim ruins of 
prison camps deep in the hinter- 
land. Dictator Joseff Stalin used 
the territory's frozen vastness as a 
dumping ground for victims of his. 
terror purges. 

Now there are bustling cities, 
American icecream parlours and 
movies and Japanese cars for a 
newly-emerging business class. 
Newspapers and TV stations, free 
of censorship after decades of 
communism, all express a new 
local pride. • 

The fast-food outlets in the east 


are not — so tar — American 
McDonald's hamburgers but 
Asian-oriented outlets specialis- 
ing in seafoood delicacies such as 
crab. You can sit in a Russian 
cafe, drink strong Chinese beer, 
eat from a Japanese menu and 
pay in U.S. dollars. 

Weekend crowds wearing Rus- 
sia's favourite leisurewear, track- 
suits and trainer-shoes, stroll 
down .streets where ragged poli- 
tical prisoners once marched off 
to remote labour camps. 

The bookshops of cities like 
Khabarovsk. Magadan and Vla- 
divostok contain locally-pub- 
lished revelations of camp life by 
a handful of survivors, all scarcely 
credible to today's generation. 
“It was another country.” says 


one editor. 

Free economic zones are 
emerging here and there to lure 
foreign investors with tax incen- 
tives and profit guarantees. 

There are signs of impatience 
with faraway Moscow's 
bureaucracy, but officials deny a 
mood of separation lurks behind 
a growing sense of regional 
identity. 

A dozen or more new towns 
spring up evey year. 

Trade-hungry Japanese. Ko- 
rean. Chinese and North Amer- 
ican businessmen crowd the 
hotels of eastern cities, some 
newly-opened after decades of 
isolation, like the far eastern nav- 
al centre of Vladivostok. 


In Khabarovsk, another far 
eastern hub, there’s an interna- 
tional airport from where you can 
reach the United States. Japan 
and the Koreas. 

In the far northeast mining city 
of Magadan, built by forced 
labour in the 1930s and 40s, 
there are growing links with 
North America, particularly 
Alaska. Women there advertise 
eagerly for American husbands. 

Vladivostok, which calls itself 
“the far eastern San Francisco.” 
soon showed its determination to 
cafch up with the rest of the 
world. The city council decided to 
buikl a hospital to treat AIDS 
patients. 

Siberia's pine and birch forests 
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— the taiga — stretch away to the 
horizon Tike the edge of the 
world. Fears have arisen of ecolo- 
gical damage to tins “lung" of the 
planet through logging operations 
by Japanese and Korean timber 
firms. But regional governors say 
the process is under control. 

A massive “go east” drive by 
Moscow looks certain if Russia is 
to develop the area, 75 per cent 
of Russia’s territory but with less 
than a third of its 150 million, 
population. 

Economists rate the east as 
among the world's richest store- 
houses of raw materials, mostly 
untouched. Those that are being 
tapped — timber, minerals, oil, 
gas. gold, diamonds and fors — 
swell Russia’s foreign currency 
reserves. 

Vladimir Kuznetsov, governor 
of Vladivostok and the maritime 


territory, says: “We have lifted 
the iron curtain ... We must have 
the right to dispose of all econo- 
mic resources of the territory, 
valued at more than S200 billion. 
This should interest foreign 
businessmen.” 

Victor Ishayev, governor of the 
^ rival industrial region of Khabar- 
ovsk, says Singapore is an exam- 
ple of progress for the territory, 
which is twice the size of France 
with just two million people. 
Many are unemployed now that 
defence plants producing aircraft 
and submarines are idle. 

"Foreign links are developing. 
We have great expertise and a 
whole range of minerals, virtually 
a table of the elements. The 
potential is huge. We are creating 
market structures and an open 
society,” says Mr. Ishayev. 
“There is no going back-” . 
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U.N. meeting appeals for aid 
to drought- afflicted African countries 


U.N. Secretary-General Bout- 
i ; ros Ghali has convened a meeting 
- at headquarters on Tuesday to 
- . Jre * announce an appeal for S835 mil- 

-idiucl^ • t it,' ' lion to assist 10 countries m 


-•lc 


jj ilVm. ‘ 

* southern Africa affected by 
’ ^ ’ drought which threatens 18 mil- 


a 


* 1 M, 


* lio n 


• |iuu people in the region with 

'^r\ c V * starvation, even famine. 

The. Secretary-General was 

- ‘ ^ -o ^ ' address to the drought crisis in 

- ' son*®™ Africa where, by some 
* estimates, as many as 130 million 

, --:s ? v. r j ‘ *ajjt people may be affected, on the 
-*r\ ./ ttfi-v * same day, in Harare, Zimbabwe, 
. ■ * 
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countries of the Southern African 


Development Coordination Con- 
ference (SADCC) launched the 
consolidated United Nations 
SADCC appeal to mobilise the 
support which is desperately 
needed to respond to southern 
Africa’s crisis. The scale of the 
drought emergency is described 
as “unprecedented” in its scale. 

A donors conference will .be 
held in Geneva on June 1 and 2 to 
mobilise resources in response to 
the emergency appeal, and non- 
governmental organisations in- 
volved representatives -of the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund 
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Stone laid for Palace of Justice 

(Cntimied from page 1) 



psychological atmosphere for the 
.judges to perform their duties. 

The minis ter said pooling all 
the courts together in one com- 
plex would greatly facilitate the 
work of courts and judges and 
save time and effort for the pub- 
lic. 

The minister expressed appre- 
ciation to the government for 
making available all material, sci- 
entific and other dements needed 
-■ for the project and for caring for 
the needs of the judges. 

He said the 1992 fiscal budget 
provides for the appointment of 
^ 44 new judges and an additional 
T allowance to the serving judges. 
* Mr. Mbeideen also voiced 
appreciation to the Ministry of 
Public Works for its efforts to 
implement the project. 

Public Works Minister Saad 
Hayel A1 Stout paid tribute to the 
King for his keenness on estab- 
lishing justice and promoting the 


work of courts in the country. 

The minister said that the new 
project was another milesstone in 
the long process of development 
achieved under King Hussein's 
reign. 

Later, King Hussein and the 
audience listened to a briefing by 
the project designer, Rukni 
Sweiss, who said that the complex 
will embody the first instance, 
peace and customs courts as wen 
as those courts which examine 
cases related to the greater Am- 
man Municipality and income 
tax, and the criminal courts in 
additional to the courts of appeal 
and the court of cassation and the 
higher court of justice. 

Mr. Sweiss said that the com- 
plex world include the offices of 
notary public, wings for the pub- 
tic prosecutors, a centra] library, 
a room for prayers and a shelter. 
Attached to the complex there 
mil be 28 sheds for those who 
write petitions and requests to 
courts as well as a carpark enough 
for 550 vehicles. 




Israel continues to raid Lebanon 

(Continued from page 1) 


Witnesses said thick black 
smoke billowed over the hit areas 
— Mtita, Jaijouh, ’Ain Bouswar 
and Arab Salim villages at Iqtim 
AJ Toufah mountain ridge, 40 
kilometres south of Beirut. 

Israeli gunners and gunners of 
the Israeli-backed South Leba- 
non Army (SLA) shelled the 
-.i same areas hit earlier in the raids 

r. !*-■ \ ... on Iqtim A1 Toufah, security 

: : v .v - - ^sources. said. . 

■ a.r; "They s^id Hizbollah guerrillas 
■ .armed with machineguns <*and 

..." , T. g. ^rocket-propelled grenades cor- 
.V., j ^doned off the attacked villages, 
jvbose population had fled to 



( w population 

safer areas since last week. 




..! “Hundreds of heavily armed 
. „ 4 ^Hizbollah men totally sealed off 

... .. - villages," one witness told 
.Reuters. “T he streets are totally 
» deserted. The villages are ghost 
f . towns. 

“Kill ns, we will become more 
~ r enlightened,” read a red Hizbot- 
* lah banner in Jaijouh. 

One source said many HizboL 
~ lab bases dug into the bills had 


\!;V 


been hit. Describing the damage, 
be said a rocket made a six-metre 
wide bole in a mountain base in 
'Ain Bouswar. 

“The Israelis are binning the 
hell out of the area,” said motor- 
ist Abbas Alloul who watched the 
raids from the nearby village of 
Habboush. 

“The planes are striking their 
targets then disappearing for a 
few minutes only to come back 
for another attack,” he cold Reu- 
ters." 

Security .sources said' Israeli 
planes also flew over the southern 
port city of Sidon and the ancient 
town of Baalbek, a major Hizbol- 
lab bastion in the Bekaa Valley in 
eastern Lebanon. The sources 
said Syria had moved hundreds of 
troops into the Bekaa over the 
weekend. t 

Israeli planes hit four Hizbol- 
lah posts in the Bekaa and the 
south last Thursday, killing 13 
people., 

Egypt accused Israel of “flag- 
rant aggression” against Lebanon 
and urged the United States, 
Russia and the United Nations to 
help stop it. 


Palestinians want EC sponsorship 

(Con tinned from page 1) 
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tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat, 
said “the security of Europe is so 
much more interlinked with the 
Middle East than (that of) any 
•.other region.” Mr. Shaath also 
-spoke after meeting with the 
. Dutch foreign minister. - 
... Mr. Van den Broek, whose 
.natoin was the last to hold the 
..six-month rotating EC presiden- 
cy, is a member of the ECs 
.foreign policy troika along with 
. the foreign ministers of Portugal 
.and Britain, the current and fu- 
ture community presidents, 

■ In a statement released after 
the meeting with Dr. Ashrawj, 
Mr. Van den Broek said be 
“"pledged to continue working to- 
ward an active role for the (EC) 
in. the peace process.” 

Dr. Shaath said he was satisfied 
.with the PLO’s (unofficial) parti- 
cipation in tiie Mideast negotia- 
tions, although the PLO has no 
"■ public contact with the U.S and 


no high-level delegates at the 
negotiations table. 

Israel bans contacts with the 
PLO but Dr. Ashrawi and other 
members of the ncogtiating team 
have attended bilateral talks in 
the Middle East which have in- 
cluded Israeli delegates. 

“It is very dear to everybody, 
including the U.S. that tire PLO 
is the representative of the 
Palestinians. Hanan (Ashrawi) 
and other delegates have daily 
contacts with the American admi- 
nistration,” said Dr. Shaath, 
adding that several meetings have 
included Secretary of State James 
Baker. 

Dr. Shaath said he hoped the 
U.S. and Israel would soon drop 
what he called a “diplomatic 
charade,” behind the scenes at 
the talks and allow the PLO to 
speak to all delegates directly. 

The PLO aide said the group's 
main arm now was to achieve 
Palestinian self-rale by Novem- 
ber , as agreed by Washington 
and Moscow. 


Sudan peace talks open in Abuja 



(Continued from page 1) 

The SPLA, also represented in 
' Abnja by the breakaway “Nasiri’ 
group, has been fighting since 
1983 for autonomy for southern 
Sudan from the government in 
Khartoum. 

The government is offering the 
south autonomy m a federal sys- 
tem. Non-Muslim areas would be 
exempt from Islamic law. 

Col- Garang’s SPLA faction 
wants a united and secular Sudan. 
Failing that, it wants confedara- 
tion or lastly self-determination, 
which a delegation officia] said 
could include secession. 

The Nasir group sees no sign of 
change in Khartonm and believes 
seff-detenmnation is probably the 
only answer. 

Col. Khalifa gave no indication 
'.that Khartoum was ready for 
* major compromise but a member 
; of his team said earlier the gov- 
I emment was ready to consider 
I any proposals. 

; “As far as the sharing of power 


is concerned, we are proposing a 
federal system. We are open to 
the powers and preroga- 
tives of the states vis-a-vis central 
government,” said Ahmad- A1 Ti- 
jani Salih, Sudan’s ambassador to 


“We are ready to consider 
what proposals the other parties 
have in this connection, including 
a transitional period whereby a 
referendum can be made on uni- 
ty, federation, confederation or 
otherwise,” be said. 

The government, however, 
appears convinced it fc winning 
the war and the SPLA has little 
choice but to agree to its terms. 

It wants to keep control of the 
south, which has oil and possibly 
other minerals, and rain for agri- 
culture, for economic reasons as 
well as to spread its brand of 
Islam. 

The SPLA has been trying to 
stave off a military offensive in 
recent months but still controls 
wide areas of countryside. 


(IMF) and the World Bank. 

The consolidated United 
Nations/SADCC appeal seeks 
S685 million for food aid'and S150 
million for non-food related acti- 
vities to benefit Angola, Bots- 
wana, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozam- 
bique, Namibia, Swaziland, Tan- 
zania, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 

The drought has no parallel in 
living memory and affects some 
2.6 million square miles of land, 
the under-secretary-general for 
humanitarian affairs, Jan Elias- 
son, and the executive secretary 
of SADCC, S.H.S. Makoni. state 
in the foreword to a report on the 
drought emergency in southern 
Africa. It threatens the social 
fabric and economic structures of 
several countries of the region, 
and will have catastrophic con- 
sequences for those already rav- 
aged by conflict and war. 

The severity of the drought's 
impact has been exacerbated in 
these countries, which are still 
lagging in development, and the 
report stresses that it is essential 
that proposed disaster relief ac- 
tions provide a basis for post- 
drought recovery and long-term 
development efforts in the coun- 
tries concerned. 

The present appeal seeks 2.5 
million metric tonnes of program- 
■med 5000 aid and 1.6 million 
metric tonnes of targeted food 
assistance. The appeal covers 
only the minimum survival needs 
of livestock protection activities. 
In addition to direct food aid 
pledges, the appeal will also seek 
loans, direct cash contributions or 
other means to enable countries 
to purchase some of their food 
requirements. 

The appeal will be part on an 
ongoing process which will con- 
tinually seek to update needs as 
they emerge and bring them to 
the attention of the international 
community. It does not include 
critical rehabilitation and recov- 
ery elements. 

The report on the drought 
emergency says international 
assistance is urgently needed for 
the provision of at least 4 million 
metric tonnes of cereals. Recent 
missions of the Food and Agricul- 
ture Organisation (FAO) and the 
wprld food programme (WFP) 
•report that cereal- production in' 
the drought-affected SADCC 
countries has fallen to some 6 : 
million metric tonnes, or about 
half of the normal production. 
Without assistance from donor 
countries, -it is predicted that 
widespread malnutrition and 
deaths from famine will be inevit- 
able. Food shortfalls, coupled 
with reduced access to water, will 
heighten the risk of large-scale 
epidemics, such as cholera. 


typhoid and meningities. 

Among the countries targeted 
for relief aid is Zimbabwe, which 
until recently was an exporter of 
food. The most seriously affected 
of the JO SADCC countries is 
Mozabique, where the combina- 
tion of drought, conflict and in- 
security has plunged the country 
into its worst disaster since inde- 
pendence. 

An emergency feeding prog- 
ie has already begun in some 
> of Malawi, where the grow- 
I weight of refugee pressures is 
draining a weakened economy. In 
Zambia, the drought has exacer- 
bated more chan a decade of 
economic decline. 

Among the other SADCC 
countries, crop production has 
fallen by 71 per cent in Namibia 
because of the drought, and lives- 
tock deaths have resulted, sharp- 
ly reduced harvests have severely 
affected subsistence farmers in 
Lesotho and most of Botswana’s 
maize crop has failed and water 
shortages are becoming acute. 
Two consecutive years of sharply 
reduced harvests have severely 
affected Lesotho’s subsistence 
farmers. Swaziland, normally 
self-supporting in maize, had a 
disastrous harvest this year. Per- 
sistent and serious food shortages 
in Angola have led -to increased 


malnutrition and outbreaks of in- 
fectious diseases, against a back- 
drop of years of conflict and 
inadequate health services. And 
in the United Republic of Tanza- 
nia, 800.000 people are said to 
require food assistance. 

In some of the countries cited, 
the drought is threatening 
structural adjustment program- 
mes and will negatively impact 
foreign exchange reserves, the 
report states. Large financial im- 
balances may occur as govern- 
ments attempt to mitigate the 
adverse effects of the drought, 
and the international community 
is urged to provide full fending 
for adjustment programmes to 
make sure they stay on track. 

While the focus of the appeal is 
drought, the needs of populations 
who have become unwitting vic- 
tims of complex emergencies can- 
not be ignored, the report states, 
the distinction between people 
affected by drought and those 
brought low by conflict is morally 
unjustified, without food, a child 
starves, whatever the reason. 

In the non-food sector, the 
appeal provides for only the 
barest minimum support needed 
to avert a tragedy of potentially 
colossal proportions, the report 
goes on to say, activities d rough- 
affected areas. The protection of 


livestock and the bank and the 
African Development Bank will 
be critical for post-drought recov- 
ery. 

Because a continuous and 
accurate exchange of information 
is essentia] to the success of relief 
efforts, SADCC and WFP have 
established a logistics advisory 
centre in Harare to prove technic- 
al support to port and transport 
authorities, to facilitate the relief 
efforts, SADCC governments 
have designated high-level offi- 
cials as national emergency coor- 
dinators. It is suggested that joint 
government / United nations / 
NGO coordination networks be 
strengthened or established, and 
that governments establish 
mechanisms for distributing aid 
to the various target groups. 

The dynamics of the emergen- 
cy will require regularly assess- 
ments, and an updated appeal 
will be made later this year to 
ensure that the international 
community is kept apprised of 
emerging needs as well as of 
successful interventions. A high- 
level regional task force estab- 
lished by SADCC will work with 
the United Nations system to 
coordinate regional and interna- 
tional responses to the drought 
crisis. — An ESCWA press re- 
lease. 
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Join us to: 


❖Athens & 

The Greek Islands 
❖Cyprus’s Beaches 
❖Istanbul 

❖Bangkok & The Islands 
❖Singapore 
❖Indonesia & Bali 
❖Sri Lanka 

for more information please contact: 
international traders, Tel. 661014 


VACANCY 

The Regional Office of a foreign com- 
pany has a vacancy for the position of: 

Female Administrative Assistant 

Applicants should be experienced in office 
and administrative work and proficient in PC 
and word processing operations. Good 
command of Arabic and English is essential. 
Salary is commensurate with capabilities 
and experience. 

Interested applicants should write in English 
and include C.V. to: 

Personnel Officer 
P.O.Box 926871 
Amman, Jordan 

All information received will be handled with' 
utmost confidentiality. 
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UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF HER MAJESTY QUERN NOOR AL HUSSEIN 

THE NATIONAL MUSIC CONSERVATORY/NOOR AL HUSSEIN FOUNDATION 

AND 

THE AMMAN MARRIOTT HOTEL 
PRESENT 

THE RENOWNED ENGLISH PIANIST 

JOHN BRIGGS 

IN A PIANO RECITAL IN JERASH 

ON THURSDAY, MAY 28. 1992 AT 8:00 PM 

TOURISTS FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD WILL ATTEND THE PERFORMANCE 

' TICKETS ARE FOR JD 1 2.000 PER PERSON AND AVAILABLE AT: 

* AMMAN HARRIOTT HOTEL TEL: 660100 * SAFEWAY INTERNATIONAL TEL: 68S311 
* BABfCHE TEL: 661322* ROYAL AUTOMOBILE CLUB TEL: 815261 
• THE ROYAL CULTURAL CENTRE TEL: 661026 
* THE NATIONAL MUSIC CONSERVATORY TEL: 687620 

AN OPTIONAL DINNER AT THE LEBANESE HOUSE FOR JD 8.000 PER PERSON FOLLOWS THE RECITAL 
• TRANSPORTATION IS OPTIONAL FOR JD 2.000 PER PERSON 

ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE FUND OF TALENTED MUSIC STUDENTS 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PACKING. AW FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND, R ES ERVATIONS. 

AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

604676 60*696 
P.O.BOX 7806 
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CROWN 
INT’L EST, 
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ATLAS TRAVEL* 
TOURIST AGENCY 


§ Packing, shipping, 1 
a forwarding, storage, fl 
S clearing, door-to-door | 
service | 


SPECIALIZED IlSb 

TRAVEL- TOURISM - 
PACKING -CARGO 


mmorniG 

[» Professional Quality in 
I Hour Service 
Develop your colour film ax 
our shop aqd gen- 

* JVMBO photo 
sfa* 30% burpmt 

From 

moot 20 x 30 on 





4 Rente- Sale 

Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and] 
sale - furnished or unfur-j 
nished. 

Also many lots of land are] 
available for sale. 
iFor further details, please 
call 

lAbdoun Real 


Tel. 840585, 810609, 
_^_Fax: 810520. 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Teh 816214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

s. 6:30 -Midnight j 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


QQ 




Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 



TAIWAN T0URISMG 

New management by 

Mr. Chen. D. H. 
Take away service 
& home delivery 

Open daily 
12:00 - 15:30 
18:30 - Midnight 

iJabal Amman-3rd Circle: 
Tel.: 641093 


IDEAL RESIDENCE FOR 
FAMILIES I BUSINESSMEN 

W&- 



*/■>'.; r' 

EfifcS 

Hotel 'Suites 

WE PROMISE YOCJ 
A PERSONAL SERVCE 
PLUS REASONABLE 
RATES 

■ TEL: 698222 FAX: -690671 
TUfc 24054 MAOSURA JO 
( OPPOSITE SAFEWAY 
. SHME1SANI - AMMAN ) 



UBBimFanifisEEvms 

your best choice 

IN JORDAN.- 

* Kais Diydean, 1 Hr. Service 

❖ Shoes repair ❖Engraving 
fr Keys Service 

DrUpholstiy, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hot, phone 821 658, Fax 



International Cuisine 
Spanish Specialities 

Open Lunch & Dinner 

For Reservation: Jebel A mntati 
Third Circle Tel. 615060^15061 



OPEN DAILY FOR 
LUNCH & DINNER 
Saves A Variety American Food 

Enjoy our Fresh Delicious 
Take Away is Available ! 

For Reservation Jteasc 
' Call 678600 




± i 


I The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAKOTEL 

|UJ)|I|IB 


Amman -Tel 666193 
P O Bo* 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 



Dine & Dance 
Nightly to Live 
Entertainment 
Variety of 
Music 


BELLY DANCING 


Res:E65121 
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Seles scores easy victory in 


1st match of French Open 


PARIS (Agencies) — The Moni- 
ca Seles express began rolling at 
Roland Garros as the defending 
champion thundered to a 6-1 6-0 
victory over Frenchwoman 
Catherine Mothes in her opening 
match at the French Open 
Tuesday. 

Seles started with a rush, blast* 
ing winners off forehand and 
backhand to take the first four 
games in just 11 minutes and she 
stayed relentlessly on track to 
take the match in 47. 

The 21-year-old Mothes tried 
to break Seles* rhythm by tossing 
up a series of “moon-balls" but 
her weak first serve -left her like a 
sitting duck against the power of 
the top seed. 

The 18-year-old Seles, aiming 
to become the first woman in 
more than half a century to win 
the French title for three succes- 
sive years, goes on to a second 
round match with either Stepha- 
nie Rottier of the Netherlands or 
German Karin Kschwendt. 

“It’s always very tough in the 
early round if you're playing 
someone who’s not as good as the 
top players." she said. 

“It’s hard to stay concentrating 
and be intense but I want to take 
one match at a time and do what I 
need to win. It's completely diffe- 
rent to playing against Gaby 
(Sabadni) or someone like that. 

“But it was a good comfortable 
first round which turned out pret- 
ty well.” 

Thirteenth seed Mary Pierce of 
France was also in a hurry, wrap- 
ping up a quick 6-1 6-1 victory 
over Regina Rajcbrtova of 
Czechoslovakia. 

The Canadian-born Pierce, 
who has an American father and 
French mother, is, at 17, the 
second youngest seed in the 
tournament. 


point against him, Sampras sent 
down a booming ace on the first 
point of the day, went on to win 
the game and served out the 
match at 7-6 4-6 64 3-6 6-3, 
finishing off with another ace. 

“It was a situation Fd never 
been in before," he said. “It was 
a nerve-racking night. If he'd won 
that first point, the match would 
have started all over again. 

“Fortunately I popped an ace 
down the middle. That was work- 
ing for me yesterday and it did 
again today." 


round in five tournaments this 


Sampras advances 


Third seed Pete Sampras of the 
United States elected not to hang 
about in his resumed match with 
Marc Rosset of Switzerland, 
which had been interrupted in the 
fifth set by Monday's torrential 
downpour. 

Serving at 4-2 but with break- 


Former U.S. Open champion 
Sampras, not always at ease in 
the past on clay, seemed vulner- 
able to a specialist of the surface 
like Rosset. 

But Sampras, a serve-and-vol- 
Ieyer who prefers hard courts, 
said he was feeling more and 
more at ease on clay. 

“Attacking players like Yan- 
nick Noah (of France) have won 
here and Stefan Edberg (of 
Sweden) was in the final so that 
gives me encouragement,” he 
said. 

“T have the confidence I can do 
the same thing. It’s a surface I 
want to play well on.” 

■ The opening centre court 
match between 10th seed Ivan 
Lendl of Czechoslovakia, three 
times a past winner in Paris, and 
Spain's Scrgi Bruguera was inter- 
rupted in foe second set because 
the court was still slippery from 
Monday’s rain. 

But play resumed after a break 
of half an hour with Lendl leading 
64 2-1. 

Lendl, who has enjoyed little 
success lately, was in dominant 
form after the break and boosted 
his confidence with a straight-sets 
win. 

The 6-4 6-2 6-1 scoreline was a 
good comeback for the 32-year- 
old Lendl, who has not played at 
Roland Garros since 1989 when 
he was beaten in an epic fourth- 
round match by eventual winner 
Michael Chang of the United 
States. 

“I have been playing well in 
practice for a long time but I lack 
confidence in matches,” said 
Lendl, who has lost in the first 


Zola Pieterse qualifies for 
Olympics over 3,000m 


JOHANNESBURG (R)'— Zola 
Pieterse found some of her old 
form to clock a last-ditch Olym- 
pic-qualifying time over 3,000 
metres. 

Pieterse. who ran for Britain as 
Zola Budd in the 1984 Olympics, 
locked eight minutes 53.15 
seconds on a windy track in the 
eastcoast city of Burban. 

She had previously failed this 
year to meet the 8:56.00 Olympic 
standard. 

But she is now almost certain 
to be picked for South Africa 
on their return to the Olympic 
Games at Barcelona this summer 
after 32 years of isolation because 
of apartheid. 

“I needed to run well tonight 
and I did,” Pieterse said. 

“I decided before the race that 
I would not go for a qualifying 
time, I would just run as I felt. 
My concentration was very good 
... Fm felling very confident.” 

South African athletics official 
.Danie Mai an said no final deci- 
sions had been taken on the 
selection of a track and field 
squad of about 25 men and 
women. 

But he told state-run television 
before Pieterse's effort that she 
would be favourably considered 
on the basis of a qualifying run in 
December. 


An official said Pieterse ran in 
specially made ultra-light foot- 
wear which was “more slippers 
than shoes, so she feels as though 
she is running barefoot.” _ 

But Pieterse was well outside 
her own best of 8:37.50 which she 
ran barefoot in 1984. 


Meanwhile Nelson Mandela 
was invited Monday to witness 
personally South Africa’s long- 
awaited return to Olympic com- 
petition at the Barcelona Gaines. 

Mr. Mandela received the in- 
vitation, ro the games’ opening 
ceremony on July 25. at a meet- 
ing with Juan Antonio Samar- 
anch, president of the Interna- 
tional Olympic Committee 
(IOC). 


“It’s an honour I’ll look for- 
ward to,” the African National 
Congress (ANC) leader, an 
amateur boxer and keen distance 
runner in bis youth, told a news 
conference after the meeting. 

But the two men failed to settle 
a more contentious issue — just 
how many athletes will represent 
the republic as it enters an Olym- 
pic arena for the first time since 
1960. 

With a record 172 teams due to 
partcipate in Barcelona, space in 
the Olympic village is at a pre- 
mium. 
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A TRIUMPH FOR TOMMY 


North-South vulnerable. West 
deals. 

NORTH 

♦ A3 
7 Void 

: A K Q J 9 7 

♦ K Q J 10 9 

WEST EAST 

♦ J 9 7 4 10 54 

7AKQI0976T J8 3 

10 4 2 >83 

4 Void 4 7 6 5 4 2 

SOUTH 
♦ KQ862 
7 5 4 2 
:• 6 5 
4 A 8 3 
The bidding: 

West North East South 

4 v 4 NT Pass 5 4 

Pass 5 <7 P ass 5 4 

Pass 6 4 Pass 7 4 


4 Void 


Opening lead: King of 7 
The feud between Trump Coup 
Tommy, normally an inept declarer 
except in those cases where tramps 
broke badly, and Votmai Tinkinov. 
the Russian emigre who impressed 
with the speed rather than skill of 
his play, was growing steadily worse. 
This hand did tittle to ease tensions. 
They both held the South cards in a 
team match at the dub. 


Whether by design or accident, 
Tonmy bid the hand welL When 
North, one of the better players in 
the chib, committed the hand to 
elam and investigated the possibili- 
ty of a grand slam by cue-bidding 
the enemy suit despite the (act that 
the whereabouts of the trump ace 
was unknown, Tommy realized that 
card was enough to go all the way. 

West led the king of hearts. Both 
declarers ruffed in dummy and led 
the king of dubs to learn the bad 
news— East now held a long tramp. 
Votmai started running diamonds. 
East refused tO ruff, rliwur ttiwg 
three spades and heart At the end. 
declarer could not prevent East 
from ruffing a spade for down one. 

Tommy was made of sterner 
stuff— this was the kind of situation 
in which our hero excelled. He dis- 
played impeccable technique. Be- 
fore starting on the diamonds. 
Tommy cashed the ace of spades! 

This simple maneuver nu*A> all 
the difference in the world. If East 
refused to ruff, declarer would be 
able to discard all four of the re- 
maining spades in the dosed hand 
on the table’s diamonds, then ruff a 
spade for the fulfilling trick. If East 
ruffed, declarer would overraff with 
the ace, draw trumps and then score 
the king of spades for the l3th trick. 


year. 

Lendl, who has dropped out of 
the top 10 world rankings for the 
first time in more than 10 yean, 
made a shaky start on fire centre 
court and there were four breaks 
of save in the first six games. 

But. after the break early in the 
second set to lay more day on the 
damp court, the Czechoslovak 
settled down. 

Bruguera, 21, began to make 
frequent errors and refused to 
move from his favourite spot, 
well behind the baseline. 

In rite final set, Lendl broke for 
3-1 and again for 5-1. An ace took 
him to match point and a Bru- 
guera backhand error gave him 
victory in one hour 34 minutes. 

Andres Gomez of Ecuador, 
playing at Roland Gairors for the 
first time since he won the title in 
1990, made his way into the 
second round with a 6-3 6-2 3-6 
6-3 win over Christian Mininssi of 
Argentina. 

Gomez, now ranked 59th in the 
world and unseeded at the 
tournament where he was once 
crowned king, suffered a spec- 
tacular decline after winning the 
French title. Aged 32, he is the 
fifth oldest player m the men’s 
draw. 


got to work on — just concentrat- 
ing." she said. 

“But it was good for me to 
have a match like this. I think the 
rain helped me. It made me think 
about it and how I could play 
better today.” 


Graf confident 


Meanwhile Steffi Graf says her 
dark days in Paris are over. 

After straggling with health 
problems, injuries and personal 
turmoil, the two-time French 
Open champion says she's feeling 
better than she has m years and is 
eager to play. 

“Tin happy on the court. I 
think Fm more confident too, 
and when you realise that, some 
things start to work better, 1 think 
yon enjoy it more,” she told 
reporters Monday after her first- 
round match. 
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Capriati struggles to win 


Women's fifth seed Jennifer 
Capriati, like her compatriot 
Sampras, was left with her match 
unfinished by Monday’s rain in- 
terruption but she came out with 
a new determination on Tuesday. 

Capriati, who bad four match 
points against Beate Reinstadler 
Monday before the Austrian 
levelled the match at one-set all 
in a tiebreak, needed just 16 
minutes on centre court to finish 
the job. 

Leading 6-1 6-7 2-1 overnight, 
Capriati was broken in the open- 
ing game on Tuesday but then 
reeled off four games in a row. 

Capriati said afterwards she 
felt she had learned from the 
match, which had lasted an hour- 
and-a-half Monday. “I have a 
tough time playing first rounds 
and that’s one of the things I’ve 


The 22-year-old German, ea- 
ger to end Monica Seles* two-year 
bold on the women's title, swept 
past Rene Simpson- Alter of Cana- 
da 6-3, 6-1 in 63 minutes. 

Graf, the champion here in 
1987 and 1988, has battled per- 
sonal and physical problems in 
reoent years. 

Chronic sinusitis kept her snif- 
fling during matches. Last year 
she was bothered by a scuffle in 
the stands between her father and 
an American tennis fan who has 
befriended many players. 

Earlier this year she pulled out 
of the Australian Open- with fin 
and mumps. A month later she 
was back in the headlines — after 
a nosy photographer caught her 
sunbathing nude at her pool in 
Flordia. 

At the same time, a German 
couple was in court for having 
tried to blackmail her father in a 
paternity suit. They later received 
prison sentences and a heavy 

No wonder 'tennis seemed 
secondary. 

“I have to say I haven't really 
been this healthy for quite some 
time and I don't have any in- 
juries, which I had a lot last 
year,” she said. “It hasn't been 
bice this for a long time.” 




Katrin Krabbe 


IAAF is almost certain to 


delay Krabbe decision 


Germans clear up transfer 
deals before championships 


MALENTE, Germany (R) — 
Germany's Juergen Klinsmann, 
Andy Moeller and Thomas Hel- 
mer Tuesday met the demands of 
national team coach Berti Vogts 
by clearing up club transfer deals 
before next month’s European 
Championship. 

Vogts told his 20 - man party, 
which has gathered in northern 
Germany for a training camp this 
week, that he did not want any 
transfer negotiations to upset the 
European champions’ build-up to 
the finals in Sweden which start 
on June 10. 


traefat Frankfurt to join Juventus 
in the Italian first division. De- 
fender Helmet said he was mov- 
ing to Bayern Munich from 
Borussia Dortmund. 


“The option of playing on for 
Eintracht could have been ex- 
tended but Frankfurt refused,” 
Moeller said of a complicated 
transfer deal which has been off 
and on for months. 


On the first day of the camp, 
striker Klinsmann confirmed he 
would be moving from his Italian 
club Intern azionale to Real Mad- 
rid in Spain next season. 

Midfielder Moeller said he was 
also leaving his German dub Ein- 


Klinsmann said be bad not 
been able to complete the final 
formalities of his move to Spain. 
But his lawyer was dearing up the 
details with Real Madrid. 


“After the two dubs agreed, 
we had negotiations until late on 
Sunday mgbt. But I did not 
manage to sign." Klinsmann said. 
“I want to dear up every point 

n 


100 per cent. 


BONN (R) — Athletics chiefs 
will almost certainly postpone a 
ruling on the Katrin Krabbe dop- 
ing case this week, leaving the 
German sprinter a nervous wait 
to see if she can run at the 
Barcelona Olympics. 

International Amateur Athle- 
tic Federation (IAAF) German 
offidal August Kirsch said the 
IAAF would not make any deci- 
sion at a meeting in Toronto and 
pass the matter to its arbitration 
panel. 

“Not much is going to happen 
in Toronto,” Mr. Kind), an 
IAAF coundl member told Reu- 
ters. “The council is 99.9 per cent 
certain to decide to give the case 
to its arbitration panel. It has to 
be done that way.” 

The .IAAF must decide 
whether to back last month's 
controversial lifting of a four-year 
ban on the double world sprint 
champion and her team mates 
Grit Breuer and Silke Moeller by 
the German Athletics Federa- 
tion’s (DLV) Legal Commission. 

Krabbe and her two fellow 
ex-east Germans were originally 
banned by the DLV in February 
for 'manipulating urine samples 
after they supplied identical sam- 
ples during random tests in train- 
ing at the start of the year. 

But the legal commission, a 
DLV arbitration panel, derided 
to lift the ban because it said 
there were too many holes in the 
evidence against the athletes. 

Mr. Kirsch, who has recently 
had talks with IAAF leading offi- 
cials, said the IAAF arbitration 
panel would not be able to meet 
until mid- June, just over a month 
before the start of the games on 
July 25. 

Earlier this month 'the IAAF 
panel in London confirmed a 
two-year ban on American world 
400 metres recrod holder Harry 
“Butch” Reynolds who tested 
positve for steroids. 

Mr. Kirsch, who is attending 
the meeting in Canada, said: “We 


have to deal with it in the same 
way as the Reynolds case with a 
bearing in London.” 

“This is the first case with 
manipulation of samples. We 
could not have dealt with the 
matter without the parties in- 
volved. DLV and Krabbe and her 
advisers. 

“Krabbe is still free to run 
nationally and internationally un- 
til the final decision is made.” 

The three-day IAAF Toronto 
Council meeting starts Friday. 

Krabbe has already said she 
has found it hard to concentrate 
fully ou ha training because of 
the affair. 

The blonde sprinter, who 
stands to lose millions in advertis- 
ing contracts if the origin! ban is 
upheld, has not run since it was 
lifted at the start of April. 

Even if the panel manages to 
make a date for its hearing earlier 
in June, the 22-year-old German 
still faces an uncertain summer 
training for the games without 
knowing whether die can even .be 
selected. 


Becker accepts 


wild card for 


London tourney 


LONDON (AP) — Boris Becker 
has accepted a wild card entry for 
the grass-court Queen’s Club 
Tennis Tournament in London, 
organisers said Tuesday. 

Becker is a three time winner 
of the important pre-Wimbledon 
event. He joins defending cham- 
pion Stefan Edberg, Pete Sam- 
pras of the U.S., Ivan Lendl and 
Frenchmen Guy Forget in the 
June 8-14 tournament. 

The German former Wimble- 
don champion pulled out of last 
week’s Italian Open and the cur- 
rent French Open with a thigh 
injury. 



Andy Capp 



Mutt’n’Jeff 


that's enough 
[LET'S HEARVbU 




THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 





“I’m not mad at you , I’m angry with 
you\ Can’t you tell the difference'?'*:^ 




i THAT SCRAMBLED^ IWOffoGAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee* 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to farm 
four ordinary wonts. _ Ml 

. Unbelavatfs! 


NOFET 


VOFAR 


SLATTE 


ZILZES 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday’s I JumWes: FINIS DUCAT NIMBLE ACTING ~ • 

I Answer She quit posJngas a saint when she tfscoverod 
that her husband wasn’t this — AN ANGEL ■ 


THE Daily Crossword by George Urquhart 


ACROSS 
1 IL town 
6 Incan country 
10 Fake 

14 ZotSac sign 

15 Malevolent 

16 Author Victor 

17 Parallel with the 
keel 

19 Dairy esse Item 

20 Chemical suffix 

21 Soy or lima 

22 "The 
Confessor" 

24 The general 


■■■h aaaa 


25 Wsgnertan 


26 Vocation 
29 Make hostile 


angaiuainBi 


34 Con — (music 
(fraction) 

35 Percussion 
instrument 

36 Precious 

37 Krrigbtwear 

38 Far away: prel. 

39 Mystery dog? 

40 Bard 


jaaa 

iiii aaiiiiaiii 


OTBIS TnMia ttodb SonriCM. me 

M H0HS Ftoarv«j^^^ 



42 Be steadfast 

44 Woman's hair 
gadget 

45 Twosome 

45 Knitting stitch 

47 James or Nee 

50 Natmen Nastase 

51 Govt a gey. 

54 Cosmetic 
Ingredient 

55 TWa movements 

58Toodle-oo 

TS9 Uncluttered 

60 Make a speech 

61 Humdinger 

62 Weight 
deduction 

63 Trimmed the 
lawn 


DOWN 

1 Out of danger 

2 Golf dub 

3 Shamrock lend 

4 Oncecafled 


6 Foot lever 

7 Author Hunter 
6 Range of the 

Adas ms. 

9 Hidden 

10 Classroom 
assignment 

11 Island dance 

12 Mellowing agent 

13 Frame of rrtind 
18 Nigh 

23 Presidential 
monogram 

24 Normal 
depredation 

25 George or T.s. 

26 Musical finales 

27 M — of robins..." 

28 vaquere's rope 

29 Medieval helmet 
30Ofaragion 

31 Veil material 

32 Arab chief 
34 Expansive 
37 Evident 
41 Ennui- 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved; 


□gna nnnn nnnn 
HSPH 0 ncian nnnn 
nnnmnnnnnn amnn 
RtriQBn nnnraciu.nn 
nnnnn 

ngpnrannm nannn 
nnu nnnmn nnnnn 
PSpi n ^nnn nnn 
nnnnn Hnnnn nrm 
nnnnn nnnnnnnrc 
□mina nnmn 
nragnamnn nnnnn 
noon onnnnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
anna annn nnnn 


43 Payable 

44 Wrack 
48 Dish 

47 Roman 

-statesman 

48 Aridn or TWcfca 
48 Memorization 


50 Steel girder 

51 Defect 

52 Table if — 

53 impressed - 

56 Actress.. 

. Arthur 

57 Away 
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CAB Indices for Amman Financial Market’’ 


All-Share * 

Ranking Sector 
Insurance Sector 
Industry Sector 
Seirkca Sector 
l*remh n .< 1 . IW - |M 


. Hid 
* t TKon 

Offer 
1 77HD 

1 • /OX) 

0.0400 

0.0430 

0. 1005 

0J820 



0.1877 

0.1046 

0.2100 ‘ 

~ ' 0.2250 

1.7350 

1.7450 

D.1BJ7 

0.1846 

0.3513 

D.3713 

1.485D 

1.5050 


a4.-5.1992 Cli»c j 

23.5.1992 

141 . 97 

ua . 45 

105 . 15 

105 . 41 

151 . 50 

151 . 56 


' 194 . 65 

176 . 75 

177 . 15 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


: LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

: leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 

— - on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 

One Sterling ”1:8285/95 U.S. dollar 

: One U.S. dollar 1.2023/28 Canadian dollar 





”1.8285/95 

U.S. dollar 

1.2023/28 

Canadian dollar 

1.6075/85 

Deutschemarks 

1.8105/15 

Dutch guilders 

1.4782/92 

Swiss francs 

33.09/13 

Belgian francs 

5.4140/90 

French’ francs 

1212/1213 

Italian lire 

1 28.85/95 

Japanese yen 

5.7975/8025 

Swedish crowns 

6.2810/60 

Norwegian crowns 

6.2030/80 

Danish crowns 


’J. One ounce of gold $337.40/337.90 
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CONCORD 


TRAXX 


Shows: 3:30. 6:15. 8 JO. 10:30 p.m. 


NabKl A1 Mashini Theatre 


Nabll & Hisham 
In person acting in the play 

“Ahlan-. New World Order*’ 

Tickets at: JD 2, JD3 & JD5 

Daily at 8:30 p.m. Extra show on Wednesday 4:30 p-m. 


Mongolia begins 
rationing bread 


ULAN BATOR (R) — Mongo- 
lia, plagued by shortages of vital 
commodities, began rationing 
bread Tuesday to try to ensure 
minimum food supplies for its 
urban population, officials said. 

Under the rationing system in- 
1 traduced in most population cen- 
tres, a family of three will receive 
one loaf of bread every other day, 
they said. 

Families of four to seven peo- 
ple will receive two loaves, while 
.families of eight or more will 
receive four loaves every two 
days. 

The duration of bread ration- 
ing would depend on flour sup- 
plies; B. Shura, a member of the 
Ulan .Bator dty executive com- 
mittee, said. 

“We are experimenting,’' he 
said. “If the (September wheat) 
harvest is good, it will be abo- 
lished.” 

Agricultural officials expect 
this year's harvest will be poor 
because of continuing shortages 
of fuel, spare parts for farm 
machinery, fertilisers and pesti- 
cides. 


Tunisia launches private 
zinc and lead mine 


TUNIS (R) — Economy Minister 
Sadok Rabah laid the foundation 
stone for a zinc and lead mine in 
northwestern Tunisia Tuesday 
with Klaus Zeitler, president and 
chief executive of Toronto-based 
Metal] Mining Corp (MMC). 

MMC, in which the German 
multinational Metallgesel Ischaft 
A.G. has a majority stake, is the 
main sponsor and technical part- 
ner in the project, which will 
produce 38,000 tonnes of zinc and 
about 8,000 tonnes of lead a year. 

Tunisian experts said work on' 
the mine would take several 
months before it started produc- 
tion. 

The mine, developed by Sod- 
ete Miniere de Bougrine, nils for 
a total investment of $75 million. 

The International Finance Cor- 
poration, a subsidiary of the 
World Bank, has provided a S14 
million loan and an equity invest- 
ment of $ 2.1 million. 

Deutsche Investitions- und En- 
twirJclnn^^Q-lkrfmfr MBH has 


provided a loan of S11.3 million. 

The shareholders include the 
Tunisia government’s Office 
National Des Mines, Societe 
Tuniso-Saoudienne d’lnvestisse- 
raent et de Developpement 
(STUSID). Banque de De- 
veloppcmen t E conomiquc de 
Tunisie (BDET). 

The mine, at Bougrine, near 
the- town of Le Kef. will be the t 
first privately owned and man-' 
aged mine in Tunisia. It will 
operate under a 1988 law opening 
the mining sector to private and 
foreign investment. 

Tunisia is already a small pro- 
ducer of zinc, with output ranging 
between 8,000 and 16,000 tonnes 
a year over the past decade. The. 
state mined the surface at Boug- 
riue for some years, then aban- 
doned it for lack of investment to 
dig deeper. 

The project will create at least 
220 direct jobs in the province of 
Kef,. 140 kilometres southwest of 
Tunis. 


Mexico tops World 
Bank aid list 


MEXICO CITY (R) — Mexico 
has become the top destination 
for World Bank aid, receiving a 
total of $20 billion from the inter- 
national lending body since it was 
founded in 1946. a spokesman for 
the bank has said. 

“For the first time ever, Mex- 
ico is in front of India as the. 
principal receiver of World War 


funds,” senior Worid Bank public 
affairs specialist Ciro Gamarra 
told a news conference. 

He said that of a total $20 billion 
granted to Mexico over the 46- 
year period, $15 billion had been 
used and $5 billion was pending 
investment Of the total used, $5 
billion had been repaid, he 
added. 


Bahrain refines slightly more oil 

< MANAMA (R) — Bahrain refined 93.8 million barrels of crude oil in 
1991, slightly up from the previous year's 92.9 mOlioo barrels, 
Bahrain Petroleum Company (BAPCO) has said. Saudi Arabia was 
the source of 78.3 mflfion barrels of crude, compared with 76.2 
million in 1990. The remainder came from Bahraini fields, accordiugi 
to the statement carried by Gulf News Agency. Other refined 
products, including naphtha, totalled 1.5 million barrels in 1991. The 
statement gave no comparison figure for the previous year. BAPCO 
is 60 per cent owned by the Bahrain government with Caltex 
Petroleum Corporation holding the remaining 40 per cent. Caltex is 
jointly owned by Texaco ‘Inc. and Chevron Corporation. The 
statement said the plant refined a record 266,800 barrels peT day 
(b/d) of crude ofl last March. BAPCO said last January it would build 
a new 180,000 b/d oQ refining unit to upgrade its ageing refinery. 
Built in 1936, it can refine 250,000 b/d and has been- running at more 
than 95 per cent of capacity for the past five years. Industry sources 
say Bahrain wants to complete the modernisation costing between 
$600 million and $800 milli on by 1996: 
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Last year’s harvest was down 
17 per cent compared with 1990. 

Mongolia was plunged into cri- 
sis when the former Soviet Un- 
ion, its long-time source of pet- 
roleum and other vital commod- 
ities, cut off supplies last year. 

The media have recently pub- 
lished a series of -articles on 
rising tensions over food shor- 
tages. 

At least one man bad been shot 
and a 60-year-old man died of a 
heart attack while queueing for 
food, the official newspaper 
Ardyn Erkh reported last week. 

Residents long accustomed to 
queueing for hours for their daily 
bread welcomed the introduction 
of rationing as a means of ensur- 
ing everyone received a share. 

Virtually all other foods have 
vanished from the shops. 

“It was too much trouble to 
have to go searching for bread,” 
said language teacher 
Erdenechimeg. 

Ulan Bator authorities have 
announced fines of 1 ,000 to 3,000 
tugriks ($25-$75) for anyone 
caught selling bread on the black 
market. 


Jordan’s trade with S. Arabia 
and Kuwait declines dramatically 


By P.V. Vjv ekananri 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan's trade pat- 
tern showed little shift away from 
the Kingdom's traditional sources 
and markets in fiscal 1991 except 
some of the Arab Gulf states, 
notably Kuwait and Saudi Ara- 
bia. 

Jordan’s efforts to increase its 
exports to non -Gulf markets are 
showing gradual success, particu- 
larly to some of the Western and 
Far Eastern countries, according 
to official statistics. However. 
Iraq continued to be Jordan’s 
leading trading partner, account- 
ing for almost 10 per cent the 
Kingdom's total exports as well as 
imports: 

Iraq’s exports to Jordan 
amounted to JD 273.15 million 
and its imports from Jordan were 
worth JD 118.54 million in 1990, 
accounting for 20 per cent of the 
Kingdom’s total trade. 

-Total Jordanian exports during 
1991 were worth JD 588.627 mil- 
lion, reflecting a decline from JD 
612.52 million in 1990, while im- 
ports were about three-fold this 
figure, registering JD 1,710.463 
million compared with JD 
1,725.828 million in 1990. 

Phosphates and potash exports 
accounted JD 219.9 million, ferti- 
lisers JD 86.5 million and veget- 
ables JD 43.5 million. 

The figures do not indude 
trade conducted through the free 
zones. 

The 1991 trade deficit re- 
mained almost unchanged at JD 
1.112 billion from the 1990 figure 
of JD 1.114 billion. 

While Iraq was the single 
largest trade partner of Jordan, 
with a total trade exchange of JD 
*226.69 million (JD 170.87 in ex- 
ports and JD 55.82 in imports), 
India continued to be the largest 
importer of Jordanian products 
with an annual total of JD 109.64 
million during 1991 and exports 
totalling JD 53.48 million, figures 
released by the Department of 
Statistics and quoted by the Cen- 
tral Bank of Jordan (CBJ) 
showed. 


Jordan’s exports to Iraq were 
food and medicine and related 
products allowed under Article 
20 of U.N. Security Council Re- 
solution 687 while Iraqi exports 
to the Kingdom were oil, under a 
special exemption granted by the 
sanctions committee. 

The United States remained 
the largest exporter to Jordan 
although the 1991 volume de- 
clined to JD 178.15 million from 
JD 299.48 million in 1990. Jorda- 
nian exports to the U.S. declined 
to JD 2.27 million in 1991 from 
JD 3.51 million in 1990. 

The European Community 
(EC) increased its exports to Jor- 
dan in 1991 by JD 13 million with 
goods worth JD 512.22 million 
while its imports from the King- 
dom totalled JD 18.52 million 
compared with exports of JD 

494.07 million and imports of JD 
22.10 million in 1990. 

Germany accounted for the 
lion’s share of EC exports to 
Jordan, with a total of JD 133.18 
million (JD 101.23 million in 
1990) while its imports were 
worth JD 1.67 million (JD 2.01 
million in 1990). 

Among the countries which in- 
creased their imports from Jor- 
dan in 1991 were China (by JD 

14.5 million). South Korea (by 
JD 2.4 million), Poland (by JD 

2.7 million), Syria (by JD 
700,000). Lebanon (by JD 1.3 
million), Bahrain (by JD 6 mil- 
lion), Qatar (by JD 6.2 million), 
the United Arab Emirates (by JD 

4.5 million) and the Netherlands 
(by JD 3.6 million). The statistics 
indicated that other, unnamed 
countries bad increased their im- 
ports from Jordan by over JD 
81.67 million. 

While the Kingdom’s trade 
with the West and the Far East 
appeared to have stabilised dur- 
ing the year, an unpredictable 
pattern emerged with the Gulf 
Arab states, relations with which 
were strained in the wake of the 
Gulf crisis. 

Any comparison between the 
1990 and 1991 figures of trade 
with the Gulf Arab states has to 


take into consideration that trade 
during the five-month period in 
1990 after the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait in August cannot be seen 
as any firm indication of commer- 
cial trends in the region in view of 
the tension that prevailed and the 
war that followed, trade analysts 
noted. 

However, Jordanian trade with 
Saudi Arabia declined dramati- 
cally during 1991 , with JD 27.667 
million (JD 76.408 million in 
1990} in imports and JD 11.023 
million in exports (JD 46.815 
million in 1990). 

The Kuwaiti market was all but 
lost to Jordan, with imports from 
the Kingdom amounting to JD 
363,000 (JD 25.777 million in 
1990) and JD 99.000 (JD y.056 
million in 1990) is exports. 

On the other hand, Jordanian 
exports to Bahrain, Qatar and the 
United Arab Emirates went up to 
a total of JD 58.80 million in 1991 
from JD 41.353 million in 1990 
while imports from the three 
totalled JD 19.629 million com- 
pared with JD 13.386 million in 
1990. . 

Lebanon increased its trade 
with Jordan, accounting for JD 
21.090 million in exports (JD 
10.993 million in 1990) and JD 
10.040 in imports (JD 8.836 mil- 
lion). 

Japanese exploits to Jordan 
went up by JD 7 million from JD 
54.32 million in 1990 but imports 
declined by JD 23 million to JD 
10.64 million. 

A further country-by-country 
split-up showed exports to and 
imports from Jordan during 1991 
as under ccorresponding figures 
for 1990 are given in brackets: 

Egypt: JD 22.90 million (JD 
19.36 million) and JD 4.324 mil- 
lion (JD 10.622 million). 

Syria: JD 39.01 million (JD 
11.96 million) and JD 9.11 mil- 
lion (JD 8.41 million). 

Lebanon: JD 21.10 million (JD 
11 million) and JD 10.04 million 
(JD 8.84 million). 

Bahrain: JD 10.78 million (JD 
5.23 million) and 11. 62 million 
(JD 5.66 million). 

Qatar: JD 6.48 million (JD 


Saudi firm to invest millions 
in ex-Soviet Muslim republics 


MANAMA, Bahrain (R) — 
Saudi Arabian business con- 
glomerate Dallah Al Baraka 
plans to set up a second develop- 
ment bank and three investment 
funds in Muslim republics of the 
former Soviet Union, a company 
spokesman said Monday. 

Younes Al Tamimi, deputy 
director-general of the Jeddah- 
based private Al Baraka Invest- 
ment and Development Com- 
pany told Reuters his firm hoped 
to set up the bank, with an 
authorised capital of $100 mil- 
lion, in Uzbekistan during Octo- 
ber. 

The company — which has 
assets of more than $6 billion in 
43 countries — planned to launch 


three investment funds with an 
estimated capital of $100 million 
each in Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan 
and Turkmenistan in a few 
months, he said in a telephone 
interview. 

Saudi Arabia, along with Tur- 
key and Iran, is pushing to estab- 
lish influence in the former Soviet 
Muslim republics. 

Mr. Tamimi said Baraka, 
which is negotiating to set up a 
bank in Moscow, had also agreed 
with Russia to set up a joint 
company to study ways of con- 
verting military industries for 
civilian use. 

He gave no details of that 
agreement. Baraka Chairman 
Saleh Kamel was quoted Monday 


as saying the joint company 
would begin operating within 
three to four months. 

Mr. Tamimi said under an 
agreement signed with Uzbekis- 
tan's central bank, Al Baraka 
would contribute $50 million to 
the capital of the development 
bank, which would finance trade 
and export-oriented projects, 
especially in agriculture. 

Four local banks would provide 
the remainder with fixed assets, 
roubles and commodities like cot- 
ton and gold. 

Al Baraka, one of Saudi Ara- 
bia’s biggest private conglomer- 
ates, launched a joint-venture 
with authorised capital of $150 
million in Kazakhstan last April.' 


Rome adopts stop-gap 
measures on spending 


| ROME (R) — Italy’s caretaker 
j cabinet, stung by European Com- 
munity (EC) criticism, Tuesday 
extended restrictions on public 
spending in a series of stop-gap 
measures to freeze a soaring state 
deficit. 

The government ordered local 
authorities to bold down new 
investment and even current 
spending, excluding salaries and 
pensions, for a further three 
months beyond the end of June, 
cabinet ser etary Nino Cristofori 
told a news conference. 

It a ly> extended a deadline for 
a so-called “tax dodgers charter”, 
an offer to those with debts to the 
taxman to come forward and 
make a limited payment in ex- 
change for a pardon. 

But Treasury Minister Guido 


emergency budget, whether small 
or big, we can only try to freeze 
the situation,” Mr. Cristofori 
quoted him as telling the meet- 
ing. 

Even as the cabinet met, the 
treasury issued figures for the 
first quarter of the year showing 
Italy’s public sector deficit was 
growing 23 per cent foster than 
1991 when the shortfall ended the 
year at a record level. 

The Bank of Italy, in a move 
designed to reinforce the govern- 
ment damp down on spending, 
would instruct banks and credit 
institutions to “maximise restric- 
tions on credit”, Mr. Cristofori 
said. 

Although there was no official 
comment from the central bank, 
banking sources said the moves 


which might not be in a position 
to repay, they said. 

finally, the government agreed 
tax breaks for public companies 
turning themselves into joint 
stock companies, or spas, as a 
first step towards privatisation. 

The government's 1992 budget, 
which promised the state deficit 
would drop 15 per cent to 128 
trillion lire ($105 billion), in- 
duded about 15 trillion lire ($12.4 
billion) to be earned from the sale 
of state assets and privatisations. 

It also expected to bring in 10 
trillion lire ($8.25 billion) from 
the tax pardon, which had initial- 
ly been due to expire at the end of 
titis month. 


5.148 million) and JD 10.418 
million (JD 4.234 million). 

The United Arab Emirates: JD 
2.37 million (JD 3 million) and 
JD 26.07 million (JD 21.454 mil- 
lion). 

EC countries: 

Belgium: JD 44.428 million (JD 
50.585 million) and JD 582,000 
(JD 772,000). 

France: JD 73.60 million (JD 
97.892 million) and JD 3.182 
million (JD 6.073 million). 

Germany: JD 133. 182 million 
(JD 101.225 million) and JD 
1.665 million (JD 2.987 million). 

The Netherlands: JD 57.71 mil- 
lion (JD 47.8 million) and JD 
6.542 million (JD 2.987 million). 

Italy: JD 73.627 million (JD 
67.621 million) and JD 3.51 mil- 
lion (JD 4.290 million). 

The United Kingdom: JD 
77.570 million (JD 87.378 mil- 
lion) and JD 973.000 (JD 1.876 
million). 

Denmark: JD 12.637 million 
(JD 7.946 million) and JD 44,000 
(JD 46.000). 

Greece: JD 15.949 million (JD 
6.496 million) and JD 1.234 mil- 
lion (JD 2.763 million). 

Eastern Europe (Bulgaria, 
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Po- 
land, Romania and the ex-Soviet 
Union and ex-Yugoslavia): JD 
85.648 million (JD 85.326 mil- 
lion) and JD 27.821 million (JD 
23.457 million). 

China: JD 29.149 million (JD 
25.02 million) and JD 32.567 
million (JD 18.044 million). 

Turkey: JD 57.140 million (JD 
46.11 million) and JD 13.07 mil- 
lion (JD 15.114 million). 

Taiwan: JD 40.128 million (JD 
30.198 million) and JD 10.688 
million (JD 13.613 million). 

South Korea: JD 24.771 million 
(JD 17.558 million) and JD 9.979 
million (JD 7.568 million). 

Pakistan: JD 2.216 million (JD 
1.336 million) and JD 4.586 mil- 
lion (JD 8.819 million). 

Other countries (unnamed In 
the CBJ statistics): JD 392.844 
million (JD 247.218 million) and 
224.694 million (JD 143.026 mil- 
lion). 

Japan 
regains 
status 
as largest 
creditor 

TOKYO (R) — Japan regained 
its status as the world's largest 
creditor nation last year with net 
foreign assets of $383.1 billion, a 
finance ministry official said 
Tuesday. 

Japan's net overseas holdings 
— the balance between assets and 
debts it holds abroad — hit 
another record high in 1991, pil- 
ing up an extra $55 billion in the 
calendar year from $328.1 billion 
at the end of 1990, the ministry 
said in a report. 

Germany’s net foreign assets 
fell to second place witii $345.4 
billion in 1991, down from $358.0 
billion at end-1990 , the report 
said. 

The rise in Japan's foreign 
assets reflected sharp gains in the 
nation's current account surplus, 
which doubled in 1991 to $72.60 
billion from $35.76 billion in 
1990, the statistics show. 

“Comparable 1991 figures for 
other major nations except Ger- 
many are not available yet, but it 
should be fair to say that Japan's 
net assets were the largest,” the 
ministry official said at a briefing. 

The United States had net ex- 
ternal debts of $360.6 billion at 
the end of 1990, while Britain had 
net foreign assets of $57.1 billion 
at the same date, he added. 

Japan's gross foreign assets 
totalled a record $2.01 trillion at 
the end of 1991 from the previous 
high of $1 .86 trillion a year ear- 
lier. 


Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 8:30. 10:30 p.m. 


Carli warned colleagues nothing were aimed at the public sector, 
serious could be done to tackle particularly the health services, 
the huge deficit problem, which which had been getting round the’ 
the EC says could sideline Italy government freeze on spending 
from a uniting Europe, until a by boosting borrowing, 
new government ws in office. The monetary authority would 
“This cabinet is not in a posi- tell the banks to be particularly 
tioa to carry out any kind of careful about lending to entities 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

3-bedroom flat, sitting & dining room (L- 
shaped), large kitchen, 2 bathrooms and 2 
verandas. 

Located in the most beautiful area in 4th Circle. 

Call 770683 - 674935 
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NATO defence ministers meet; 
U.S. backs peacekeeping plan 


BRUSSELS — NATO defence 
" l *™stcTs met Tuesday to discuss 
major changes in their post-cold 
tot military structure and the 
United States backed a revolu- 
tKJ pary proposal for the alliance 
fo become involved in peackeep- 
ing missions. 

Germany, anxious to reassure 
its NATO partners on the role of 
a proposed Joint corps with 
France, said the new force would 
strengthen the alliance, not 
weaken h. 

German Defence Minister Voi- 
der Ruehe met his U.S. counter- 
part, Dick Cheney, and said he 
had explained more details of the 
35, 000-strong “Eurocorps," the 
nucleus of more independent 
European defences. 

“I made clear it was a streng- 
thening of NATO, not a weaken- 
ing,” Mr. Ruehe told reporters. 
“I think this contributed to a 
better understanding.” 

Mr. Cheney told reporters 
travelling with him from 
Washington that the United 
States backed a Dutch proposal 
to involve NATO in peacekeep- 
ing beyond its own borders for 
the first time. 

“I could conceive of drcuimt- 
ances in which it would make 
sense for NATO as an alliance to 
make a decision to commit 
peacekeeping forces,” Mr. 
Cheney said. 

But he cautioned that it would 
be up to the United States and 
other alliance countries to decide 
on a case-by-case basis whether 
they wanted to commit troops to 
a particular situation. 

He also said -the nine-nation 
Western European Union 


(WEU), whose members are all 
in NATO, could be used in foe 
same way. The new Franco-Ger- 
man Corps, to be operational by 
1995. is intended to come under 
the command of the WEU. 

NATO, the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation, has until 
now been limited to the defence 
of its Id members. The peacekeep- 
ing proposal — suggested by the 
Netherlands and expected to be 
approved at a meeting of alliance 
foreign ministers in Oslo next 
week — would extend that 
role. 

But it would provide only for 
peacekeeping under strict condi- 
tions, not for Gulf War-style 
military intervention. 

It would bring NATO into a 
domain that bas until now been 
the preserve of the United Na- 
tions. 

The move could pave the way 
for NATO forces to take a buffer 
role between warring factions in, 
for example, Yugoslavia or 
Nagorno-Karabakh, scenes of 
Utter conflict in an increasingly 
fragmented Europe. 

The idea is that NATO could 
-offer assets — from military 
advice to planes, supplies or 
troops — fbr peacekeeping if 
asked by the 52-nation Confer- 
ence on Security and Coopera- 
tion in Europe (CSCE). 

“I think it (peacekeeping) is a 
mission that ought to be looked at 
by NATO,” Mr. Cheney said. 
“Given the trends and directions 
we see in the world, peacekeep- 
ing functions may weil take on 
more importance in the future.” 

“NATO, to be a viable ... 
entity for addressing European 


security concerns, needs to 
address this issue.*' 

The NATO ministers were also 
expected to give final approval to 
a U.S. request for help in paying 
part of the costs of storing tanks, 
guns and other military hardware 
in Europe. 

Mr. Cheney was expected to 
make a final pitch for NATO to 
allow such expenses to be co- 
vered by the alliance's infrastruc- 
ture budget. 

Mr. Cheney Monday rejected 
proposals that Washington halt or 
reduce nuclear tests in line with 
Russian and French initiatives. 

“I haven’t yet seen an argu- 
ment for a lower level of testing 
than we currently have,” said Mr. 
Cheney. “I just think that would 
be a serious mistake.” 

He told reporters travelling 
with him to the NATO defence 
ministers' meeting in Brussels 
that about six underground tests 
conducted each year by the Un- 
ited States were the minimum 
needed to ensure the safety and 
reliability of American nuclear 

arms. 

But another senior U.S. de- 
fence official said the administra- 
tion, under growing pressure 
from Congress and other nations 
to end testing after the cold war, 
was considering some options to 
cut back U.S. tests and perhaps 
eventually end them. 

President George Bush will 
meet Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin in Washington next 
month and they are certain to 
discuss Mr. Yeltsin's call for the 
United States to join current Rus- 
sian and French nuclear test 
moratoriums that last through 


Army pledges to end war in Sarajevo 


BELGRADE (AP) — A com- 
mander of federal troops in 
Sarajevo said Tuesday the Yugos- 
lav army was ready to end the 
“dirty war” in the Bosnian capital 
if allowed to leave peacefully. 

“Our side is ready to end the 
dirty war in Sarajevo and finish 
with this agony and hell," Yugos- 
lav Army Col. Komnen Zarkovic 
said in an interview with the 
Associated Press from the Bov 
man capital. 

His statement came one day 
after Seriated Yugoslavia, in an 
apparent effort to stave off tough 
Western sanctions, distanced it- 
self from the bloody warfare in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

Col. Zarkovic charged Muslim- 
led forces in Bosnia were nailing 
negotiations over the withdrawal 
of some 1,500 Yugoslav soldiers 
and their families from three bar- 
racks in the strife-tom city. 

“The negotiations are dead- 
locked over a few rifles and a 
handful of ammunition,” Col. 
Zarkovic said, adding that Mus- 
lim snipers were blocking the 
barracks. 

About 300 Yugoslav soldiers 
and family members were evacu- 
ated Sunday from one army bar- 
racks and their weapons handed 
over to U.N. observers. With- 
drawal from the three other facili- 
ties stalled over who will gain 
control of artillery and other 
heavy weaponry in them. 

The army said earlier this 
month that it would pull out of 
Bosnia by May 19. Croat and 
Muslim fighters had blocked their 
withdrawal from Sarajevo to 
make them leave the heavy 
weapons behind. 

An estimated 100,000 Yugos- 
lav soldiers were stationed in 
Bosnia when (he fighting began. 
About 80 per cent are Bosnian 
Serbs and are likely to remain to 
fight along with ■ Bosnian Serb 
irregulars against Muslims and 
Croats. 

The fighting, which erupted in 
late February when Bosnian Mus- 
lims and Croats voted to secede 
from the Serb-led Yugoslavia, 
has claimed over 2.200 lives and 
left thousands of people people 
homeless. Serbs in Bosnia oppose 
independence. 

The Belgrade-based Tanjug 





Serbian soldiers take cover from a hail of bullets flying over their 
heads during a street battle In Sarajevo 


News Agency reported from Lis- 
bon, Portugal that the leader of 
Bosnia's Serbs, Radovan Karad- 
zic, said his forces were prepared 
to remove their heavy artillery 
from the outskirts of Sarajevo, if 
the Yugoslav army is permitted to 
leave and there are international 
guarantees for Serbs living in the 
city. 

The Serbs have pounded 
Sarajevo from the surrounding 
hills for weeks, although a rela- 
tive calm has prevailed for the 
post six days. 

Col. Zarkovic said the army 
was ready to deblock Sarajevo 
International Airport, allowing 
humanitarian aid for the city 
which is short of food and medi- 
cines. 

“We are ready to do everything 
in the name of peace. We will 
deblock everything," Col. Zarko- 
vic said. 

On Monday, the presidency of 
Yugoslavia, now comprising only 
Serbia and its ally Montenegro, 
said in a statement that it “dis- 
tances itself from all unacceptable 
acts of different military forma- 
tions in Bosnia, including the 
formations of the Serbian peo- 
ple." 

“Yugoslavia openly calls on all 
warring sides to immediately stop 
the bombardment of Sarajevo 
and Mostar, and the destruction 
of other cities and historical 
monuments.” it said, adding that 
it supported U.N. relief and 
peacekeeping missions. 

The fierce bombardment of 
Sarajevo and Mostar. attacks on 


relief, workers and an offensive 
that has seized two-thirds of Bos- 
nia have led the United States to 
impose sanctions against Serbia 
and to seek similar steps by Euro- 
pean nations. 

The United States, Germany 
and others claim that Serbia is 
invading its erstwhile federation 
partners in a land grab. 

In Podgorica, capital of Mon- 
tenegro, a grenade exploded 
Monday at an election rally of an 
ultra-nationalist political party, 
injuring 40 people, Tanjug said. 

The grenade exploded at a rally 
of the Serbian Radicaly Party, 
which is allied with Serbia’s 
Socialist President Slobodan 
Milosevic and is taking pan in 
May 31 elections for the parlia- 
ment of the newly reconstituted, 
smaller Yugoslavia. 

The party’s leader, Vojislav 
Seselj, had just called fbr the 
expulsion of “disloyal” Croats, 
Muslims and efonic Albanians 
from the new Yugoslavia. 

Seselj was slightly wounded in 
the foot, newspapers reported 
Tuesday. 

Meanwhile, ethnic Albanian 
writer Ibrahim Rugova has been 
elected president of a self- 
proclaimed Republic of Kosovo 
after an election held in defiance 
of Serbian authorities. 

Tadei Rodiqi, president of the 
electoral commission, said that 
Mr. Rugova, the only candidate 
for president, received between 
90 and 99 per cent of the vote and 
that 80 delegates were elected to 
a 100 -seat parliament. 


Russia would keep lion’s share 
of tanks under CIS arms treaty 


BRUSSELS. Belgium (AP) — 
Russia would keep the lion's 
share of tanks, artillery and other 
non-nuclear weapons under an 
agreement worked out among 
former Soviet republics, NATO 
said Monday. 

A table released b> the West- 
ern alliance shows Russia retain- 
ing 6.400 or nearly half of the 
13,150 tanks allotted the former 
Soviet Union under a landmark 
arms control treaty. 

It would hold onto more than 
half of the 20,000 armoured com- 
bat vehicles assigned by the Con- 
ventional Armed Forces in 
Europe accord. And, it would 
keep almost 50 per cent of the 
total of 13,175 artillery pieces. 

The treaty would slash the 
number of tanks, armoured com- 
bat vehicles, artillery pieces, 
combat aircraft and attack heli- 
copters in Europe. The accord 
was signed in November 1990 but 


has never gone into effect. 

The NATO allies have pressed 
the newly independent nations of 
the former Soviet Union to hon- 
our rbe terms of the accord. They 
want the agreement to become 
effective in early July. 

They fear the pact will unravel 
now that the Soviet Union, a 
signatory, has collapsed. 

At a summit earlier this month, 
the Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States, made up of the for- 
mer Soviet republics, agreed in 
principle to implement the agree- 
ment. 

Officials from the nations met 
Monday with the NATO allies to 
confirm their decision and detail 
how they would share the 
weapons cuts promised by the 
former Soviet Union. 

The weapons cuts would be 
made by Russia, Ukraine, Be- 
larus, Moldova, Georgia, Arme- 
nia and Azerbaijan, which lie in 


the treaty area mapped out by 
NATO and the former Warsaw 
Pact. The area extends from the 
Atlantic Ocean to the Ural 
Mountains, deep in former Soviet 
territory. 

The reductions *— negotiated 
between the 16 NATO nations 
and the six of the now-defunct 
Warsaw Pact — were designed to 
ease Western fears of a surprise 
Soviet attack. 

The table released by NATO 
shows Russia retaining 6,400 
tanks, followed by 4,080 for 
Ukraine, 1,800 for Belarus and 
smaller amounts for Moldova, 
Georgia, Armenia and Azerbai- 
jan. 

Of the 20,000 armoured com- 
bat vehicles allotted the former 
Soviet Union, 1 1 ,480 would go to 
Russia, 5.050 to Ukraine, 2,600 
to Belarus and smaller amounts 
to Moldova, Georgia, Armenia 
and Azerbaijan. 


1992. 

Meanwhile, a confidential 
document revealed that NATO’s 
new strategy is to win any future 
conflicts on its own terms, if 
necessary by carrying the fight to 
the enemy after an immediate 
response to any attack. 

The document, detailing 
NATO's military strategy for 
conventional and nuclear forces 
in the post-cold war era, was 
made available to Reuters by 
sources who said they wanted 
more public debate on the issue 
involved. 

Reuters was "asked not to give 
foil quotes from the 30-page 
document, which contains milit- 
ary guidance for implementing 
the new strategic concept agreed 
at a NATO summit in Rome. 

It lays out key geographical 
areas that' should remain under 
alliance control in a crisis — 
including the approaches to the 
Suez Canal — and identifies areas 
of instability like the former 
Soviet Union and the Middle 
East as possible sources of con- 
flict that could spill over into 
NATO territory. 

The document, approved by 
NATO defence ministers last De- 
cember, says the risk of a massed 
attack on the alliance has been 
removed and outlines bow West- 
ern forces will be scaled down 
into smaller, mo^e mobile and 
multinational units. 

But it adds that “the alliance 
(must) retain an ability to gener- 
ate larger, more capable conven- 
tional forces” to counter any ma- 
jor threat and says NATO must 
achieve air superiority and con- 
trol of the seas early in any crisis. 


Russia, 
Kazakhstan 
forge 
economic, 
military ties 

MOSCOW (R) — Russia and 
Kazakhstan signed an economic 
and military cooperation treaty 
Monday, setting an example for 
other members of the struggling 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States (OS). 

“Russia and Kazakhstan have 
always set standards for the rela- 
tionship between Commonwealth 
states,” Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin said after signing die trea- 
ty on friendship, cooperation and 
mutual assistance. 

Kazakh President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev said other states 
might seal similar deals soon. 
“We hope that a lot (of states) 
will want to sign a similar treaty.” 
be said. 

The treaty, die first of its kind 
between former Soviet republics, 
provides for open frontiers for 
goods and services and lays the 
basis for a common market. 

Russia and Kazakhstan also 
formed a single security zone, 
which they pledged to defend 
together in a new alliance. The 
provision is similar to that 
allowed for in a pact signed ear- 
lier this month by the two coun- 
tries and three other Common- 
wealth states. 

Russia's nuclear umbrella 
forms the basts for the military 
alliance, since Kazakhstan, along 
with two other former Soviet 
republics — Ukraine and Belarus 
— has pledged to become a nuc- 
lear-free state. 

Some of the nuclear arms once 
deployed in Kazakhstan, Ukraine 
ana Belarus will be destroyed 
under the 1991 Soviet-American 
Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty 
(START). 

The remainder will be banded 
over to Russia, 

Russia and Kazakhstan have 
come to form the backbone of an 
unstable Commonwealth of Inde- 
pendent States which replaced 
the Soviet Union ir December 
1991. 

Relations between Russia and 
Ukraine, two of the three Slav 
founding members of the new 
organisation, have been dogged 
by a series of rows on military, 
economic and political issues. 


Cardinal: 

No massive , 
fraud in 
Philippine 
elections 

MANILA (R) — Top Philippine 
churc hman Cardinal Jaime Sin 
Tuesday condemned vote-buying 
in May 11 elections but said the 
worst fears of massive fraud, ter- 
rorism and a posable military 
takeover had proved unfounded. 

He called on Filipinos to re- 
spect foe results, which showed 
former defence chief Fidel 
Ramos leading rivals by more 
than one milli on votes in the 
presidential race, and said the 
church was ready to work with 
foe next president 
“We can work with anybody. 
The church worked with Com- 
munists (in Eastern Europe),” 
the Manila Roman Catholic 
archbishop told reporters after a 
speech to business executives. 

Before the polls, in thinly- 
veiled attacks from the pulpit, 
Cardinal Sin had urged the pre- 
dominantly Catholic nation to re- 
ject General Ramos, a Protestant 
who implemented martial law 
from 1972 to 1981 for the late 
dictator Ferdinand Marcos. 

“After a suspense-filled, if not 
tension-ridden, election exercise 
which spawned fears of wholesale 
fraud, terrorism and grim 
rumours of impending military 
coops, I am happy that as far as I 
know none of these took place,” 
Cardinal Sin said in his speech. 

He said be was unhappy about 
“the vast amount of money that 
was used to prostitute the alle- 
giances of the wealthy and buy 
the votes of the poor.” 

“Such selfish corruption of the 
electorate we continue to con- 
demn as sinful and morally 
wrong, even if the law, for lack of 
evidence, may be unable to pro- 
secute the perpetrators,” he said, 
speaking just before the Congress 
was to begin the official counting 
of votes. 

With 70 per .cent of the esti- 
mated 25 minion votes counted 
by a private poll body, Gen. 
Ramos had garnered 4.18 million 
votes. Former Judge Miriam San- 
tiago was in second place with 
3.13 million and industrials* 
Eduardo Cojuangco was fojuxl 
with 3.10 million. 

Cardinal Sin’s seemingly 
favoured candidate, Ramon Mit- 
ra, trailed in fourth place in the 
unofficial count and has conceded 
defeat. 

Mrs- Santiago, Mr. Cojuangco 
and Mrs. Ixndda Marcos have 
protested against alleged rigging 
by the government of the vote to 
favour Gen. Ramos, who is back- 
ed by outgoing President Cora- 
zon Aquino. 

Mrs. Santiago Saturday laun- 
ched “a fast to death” in protest 
against the alleged vote fraud but 
ended her protest Monday after 
appeals from Cardinal Sin and 
other priests. 

“The drama is over and whoev- 
er wins now has to be respected 
and we have to respect the will of 
the people,” Cardinal Sin said. 
“God has spoken through the will 
of the people. 

“They say there is cheating, 
bat that is always the case after 
elections. We have to finish with 
this problem or else we cannot 
take off." 

Cardinal Sin, who supported 
the 1986 “people power” revolt 
that ousted the late dictator Mar- 
cos and installed Mrs. Aquino in 
his place, praised the president 
for preparing the way for a 
smooth transfer of power to her 
elected successor. Mrs. Aquino 
steps down on June 30 after six 
years in office. 

The military said Tuesday it 
had arrested four air force per- 
sonnel who tried to recruit heli- 
copter pilots to bomb the pres- 
idential palace and military 
camps as a signal for a coup. 

A spokesman said the four 
enlisted men offered the pilots 
lucrative jobs in graft-ridden gov- 
ernment offices n the coup, sup- 
posed to have been launched 
before the election, succeeded. 

The four were arrested last 
week and were being interro- 
gated, the spokesman said. 


Thais lift emergency 


| BANGKOK (R) — Thailand’s 
.acting premier Tuesday lilted a 
state of emergency imposed dur- 
ing bloody anti-government pro- 
tests last week and the justice 
minister said the ruling coalition 
had agreed to dissolve itself to 
| make way for a new government. 

“It appeals now that the said 
state of emergency bas ended and 
j it is deemed appropriate to ter- 
minate the declaration of foe 
state of emergency,” said an 
order signed by the acting Pre- 
mier; Meechai Ruechupan. 

The decree bad been imposed 
on Bangkok and some provinces 
on May 18 by General Sodnnda 
Kraprayoon, who resigned as 
prime minister Sunday after his 
troops killed scores of protesters 
last week. 

The emergency allowed the au- 
thorities to decree a curfew and a 
Inn on political rallies. 

Justice Minister Sawas Kham- 
prakorb told reporters the five 
parties which chose Gen. Suchin- 
da as premier had agreed in a 
Monday meeting to dissolve their 
coalition, clearing the way for the 
appointment of a new premier. 

He said a new coalition could 
include opposition parties. 

He said the meeting suggested 
four possible prime ministers — 
the leader of the opposition, 
General Chavalit Yongcfaaiyndh, 
Oman Leekpai, bead of the 
opposition Democrat Party, 
Artbit Kamlang-Ek, a member of 
the pro-military Samakkhi Tham 
Party, or Samak Sundaravej, 
head of the smallest party in the 
coalition Prachakom Thai. 

Parliament agreed unanimous- 
ly Monday to constitutional 
amendments to prevent nn- 
elected military men like Gen. 
Snchinda from heading govern- 
ments, the main demand of mass 
street protests since' late April. 

Pro-democracy groups are now 


demanding that the nrifitary Sup- 
rerae Commander Ait Cfrief Mar- 
shal Kaset Rojanaml and Army 
Chief General Issarapong Nonn- 
pakdee follow Gen. Suchinda’s 
example and. resign. 

They say ail three should stand 
trial for murder and are opposed 
to an amnesty r decree issued 
Saturday that appears to role this 
out. 

-■ Mr. Meecfaai said the decree 
was intended to- protect civilians 
and not military officials, who 
were already protected under ex- 
isting laws. 

Bid. asked by reporters if it 
would be possible to prosecute 
them - be replied: “If they did 
wrong. We don’t intend to pro- 
tect them by this decree.” 

“According to current' laws 
they violated certain laws,” he 
saidL 

Hospitals have reported that 49 
people have died as a result of the 
protests so far, bat doctors and 
diplomats believe that the toll is 
at least double. Nearly 180 
wounded are still being treated. 

The Nation newspaper re- 
ported that Bangkok’s Metropoli- 
tan Police Bureau had received 
reports of 589 missing persons 
after the military clampdown. 

Professor Yithoon Eung- 
ptabhanth, professor of forensic 
medicine at Bangkok’s Siriraj 
Hospital, said that he believed on 
foe baas of eyewitness reports 
that the army could still be hiding 
more than 100 bodies. 

“Dead bodies were not trans- 
ferred from the scene to hospitals- 
— I think a lot of numbers," be 
said. 

He said be had formed a re- 
search group to try to find oat 
where foe bodies were hidden. 

He said witnesses had reported 
seeing soldiers loading bodies 
onto military trucks bat they were 
never taken to hospital. 



Kim Dae-Jung named South 
Korean opposition candidate 


SEOUL (R) — Kim Dae-Jung, 
South Korea's best-known 
opposition leader, was selected 
Tuesday to ran for president and 
pledged to end “military role” 
and work for greater democracy. 

“Many people now believe our 
Democratic Party (DP) has a 
good diance pf winning foe forty: 
craning presidential poll,” Mr. 
Kim told a cheeriqg crowd at foe 
DPs national convention. 

“The first reason is that the 
people are totally distrustful! of 
30 years of military rule,” said 
Mr. Kim in a reference to former 
generals who have held office as 
president. 

"The people wfll be able to see 
the most democratic and stable 
government in the national -his- 
tory if oar party wins the elec- 
tion,” Mr. Kim said. 

As Mr. Kim was announced 
the winner, the crowd filling the 
convention stadium cheered. 


Colombian planes pound 
rebel positions, 60 killed 


BOGOTA, Colombia (R) — Col- 
ombian war planes pounded 
guerrilla positions in foe Andes 
Mountains and military sources 
said about 60 rebels and soldiers 
had died in foe fiercest fighting 
for months in Colombia's guerril- 
la war. 

General Ramon Gil Ber- 
mudez, the acting army comman- 
der, said he estimated that 40 
guerrillas had died in three days 
of fighting around Dabeiba, in 
the foothills of the Andes some 
400 kilometres northwest of the 
capital Bogota. 

The figure included eight guer- 
rillas killed by foe army Monday 
afternoon, he told reporters: 

Fourteen soldiers had been kil- 
led and 14 wounded since guerril- 
las of the Marxist Colombian 
Revolutionary Armed Forces 
(FARC) tried to occupy a town in’ 
the area last week, military 
sources said. 

About 1.500 soldiers forced foe 
500 guerrillas back into the 
mountains where they took up 
defensive postions. Gen. Gil Ber- 
mudez said foe air force was using 
A-37, K-Fir and Mirage planes to 
bombard the guerrilla positions. 

He said two tanks and a heli- 


copter had been damaged in foe 
battle. Intense fighting continued 
Monday, military sources said. 

Political analysts said foe worst 
outbreak of fighting in months 
reduced already slim hopes for a 
peaceful solution to Colombia’s 
decades-old guerrilla war. 

Fighting has increased sharply 
since peace talks between three 
guerrilla groups and the govern- 
ment in Mexico were postponed 
earlier this month until October 
after the two sides failed to agree 
on an agenda. 

Military commanders said a 
guerrilla offensive showed foe re- 
bels were still bent on seizing 
power by force despite their par- 
ticipation in peace talks. 

“The subversives’ attitude has 
not changed,” Gen. GU Ber- 
mudez said. “They still haven’t 
shown any sign of any direction 
other than that of taking power 
through violent action.” 

Five policemen were killed 
Monday when the FARC blew np 
a trade carrying them at Pauna, 
120 kilometres north of Bogota, 
military sources said. 

Four guerrillas were killed in 
two other clashes, they said. 


Voters to decide whether to split California 


SACRAMENTO, California white officers in the beating of 
(AP) — A proposal to make black motorist Rodney King 
northern California the 51st state “may strengthen that kind of 


(AP) — A proposal to make 
northern California the 51st state 
goes before voters next week, 
delighting the disgruntled tax- 
payers, state-bashers and seces- 
sionists who resurrected the 19th 
century movement. 

• While purely advisory, the bal- 
lot measure next Tuesday reflects 
a growing sentiment fuelled by 
worries about crowds and crime 
in southern California. 

“I think there's a feeling that 
foe state is too large and disfimc- 
tional,” said Jim Chapman of 
Stuanville in Lassen County. 
"People are saying, ‘gee I don’t 
want to be part of that.”’ 

The riots in Los Angeles after 
the April 29 acquittals of four 


“may strengthen that kind of 
feeling and drive people to sup- 
port this,” he added. 

The measure is on ballots in 31 
of California's 58 counties. The 
counties, which include a third of 
foe state’s population , range from 
densely populated San Francisco 
and San Mateo counties to tiny 
Alpine, with 1,140 people. All 
are in the northern or central part 
of foe state. 

California's secession move- 
ment comes amid attempts by 
unhappy residents of other states 
and cities to break away. In New 
York City, officials in the 
boroughs of Queens and Staten 
Island have taken steps to secede 


from a city they believe is domin- 
ated by Manhattan borongh. 

Last year, a Texas state law- 
maker considered introducing a 
bill to create a separate state 
“Old Texas" — from 25 counties 
in foe Texas panhandle out of 
concern that the legislature 
wasn't paying to his region. No 
action was taken. 

“The. ballot measure is very 
simple. It just asks voters 
whether California should be di- 
vided into two states,” said Stan 
Stafoam, a Republican state 
assemblyman and the* leader of 
foe breakaway movement, "i 
think this may be the most impor- 
tant question Californians will 
ever be asked.” 

. The movement started tongue- 


in-cheek two years ago as .ratal 
counties scrambled for money in 
foe deepening recession: But 
pressured by residents complain- 
ing about higher taxes and state 
control, supervisors in county af- 
ter county decided to place the 
question on local ballots. 

A legislative report described it 
as foe most serious attempt to 
split foe state since foe 1859, 
when a similar proposal received 
legislative approval and appeared 
on foe verge of congressional 
approval. It was sidetracked by 
foe dvil war. 

Splitting the state would re- 
quire approval from the state 
legislature and Congress. It 
doesn’t require foe approval of 
foe governor or president. 


clapped and raised placards with 
his portrait, chanting, “Kim Dae- 
Jung, Kim DaeJnng.” 

A total of M13 of 2,348 party 
delegates at the convention voted 
for Mr. Kim, while his only rival 
Lee Ki-Taek won 925 votes. The 
remaining f0 votes were .invalid. 

The nomiqttuni sets Kim Dae^ 
Jong, co-leader of foe DP, on 
course for a showdown with his 
former opposition rival, Kim 
YoungrSam, who was chosen last 
week by the ruling Democratic 
Liberal Party (DLP) to stand for 
president. 

Analysts predict a dose fight in 
foe elections, expected by the end 
of this year, between the two 
Kims who formerly stood side-by- 
ride in a pro-democracy struggle 
against an authoritarian govern- 
ment. Kim Dae-Jung insists the 
military still exercises power be- 
hind tire scenes. 


but who has been given nickname* 
Cark>, says he is thrilled and 
delrghted about the prospects of 
motnerhood. "My -breasts are 
already big enough and I am 
starting to lactate,” said Carlo, 
who underwent an operation in 'T*. 
1988 to open his vaginal passage rzt~ 
and. began monthly menstruation 
after hormonal treatment. Em- 
ptoyed as a male noise by the ^ 7 ^ 
Department of Health in nearby r 
Malaybalay, Bulddnon province, 3 
840 kilometres south of Manila, ~ 
Carto was one of 38 bermaphro- 
tStes placed under the care of the *’ 

World Health Organisation J- : 
1985. “An ultra-sound has been - *" ’ 
conducted and it bas been con- : -2 
finned that inride Carlo's womb -h:=r 
is a healthy baby complete with s 1 - 
all physical faculties,” said 5 - • 
Bukidnon provincial health offic- ~n-; 
er Jose Cabugnas. Doctors fear, ; 
however, that he might not have**** 
a full Tune-month pregnancy be- 5 a 
cause ins plevic bone structure 
has remained that of a man. 3 f$ pgj 

Deathbed patient *•: 
seeks leech -v 
treatment ??*■*• 

JOHANNESBURG (R) t— A 
South African man dying from a ^ LUrr. 
rare blood disease plans to try to ^ :ISN. 
cure himself with blood-sucking ; Jtofesn 
leeches. Conservationists at the ; y»e.i 
Natal Parks Board said Roy : 4*8s:» 
Johnson had asked them to pro- - 
vide the leeches and they had sent ^ 
him 40. The board said Johnson' W a- li; 
could no longer afford the ^ oier .! 
100,000 rand (533,000) a year he -i3 p~ r ' 
was spending on conventional 
medicine. He had beard that the'- $ 19 1 - 
secretions of leeches were efiec^.^^. 
five in treating his disease, ^ 

as Alpha One Trypsin De- 
fidency. /',W 

Boy turns father in . ^ r e T ; 
for allegedly selling 
drugs $}• 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — A 12- . 
year-old boy who recently com 1 it. 


mo uiuuier, pgwx xuu. -i [jj. 

Officers arrested Raphael Saih^' 
tioval, 32, fbr investigation of 
spousal battery. Police Sgt. Dan w "' 1 
Mastro said. The boy's name was : io ^ ;r 
not released, "We drive up and^jT^ 
this little guy is crying and saying, ^3* 
‘my dad's beating my mom. 
dad's a dope dealer. You have to!^, 
arrest him”* Sgt. Mastro said . 11 
The boy told police be still loved's. ^ 
his father and wanted to get helpi 
for him. “He told ns he had justv.H 
finished foe pare prog ramm e — 

Drug. Abase Resmance Educa-^J 

tion — ' at his junior hi gh gdtool ^ 
and, because of this, be felt com-' * 
Pdled. to help Ms father," Sgt 
Mastro said. The police depart^. 


nient sponsors .foe progranune^l 
The mother suffered cats and ^ 
braises but was not seriously fov ^ 
jured, he said. Officers an«ted:% . 
Mr. Sandoval as hesat in a traflerjtyL 
in foe back yard of foe ConogA 1 ^ . 
Park home. A search tamed njM j. ; 
about 6 pounds (3 kilogrammes!' ^ “ 
of marijuana and- two stolen} 
handguns,” Sgt Mastro 
Handcuffed and waiting to be: 
taken to jail, Mr. Sandoval Q 3 

his son words -7** 

Sgt, Mastro said. : 
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